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Desert Sky Community School
122 N. Craycroft Rd #3
Tucson, Arizona 85711
 Phone (520) 745-3888
Fax (520) 745-5110
www.desertskycommunityschool.org
Desert Sky Community School
Dear Parents,

Thank you for choosing to become part of the Desert Sky community. It is a choice that requires a great deal of commitment and also one that we believe you will find deeply rewarding.  The purpose of this handbook is to articulate the values that make our school a special place.  It also highlights specific responsibilities of the school, teachers, parents and students, and reviews important information, such as school policies.
Please read this handbook carefully and sign and return the last page to our office, to acknowledge that it was received. 

Sincerely, 

The Teachers and Staff of Desert Sky Community School
The healthy social life is found when in the mirror of each human soul the whole community finds its reflection, and when in the community the virtue of each one is living.
-Dr. Rudolf Steiner
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I. About Desert Sky Community School

Founding of Desert Sky 

The impetus for Desert Sky Community School was a small group of parents and community members who wanted Waldorf education to be accessible to Tucson families regardless of income level.  Initially working within the Tucson Waldorf School, the group gained momentum from previous interest in Waldorf-inspired charter schools. When the Tucson Waldorf School chose to remain an independent (privately funded) school, the Desert Sky’s founders applied to the state of Arizona to start a separate school inspired by Waldorf education, a charter (publicly funded) school.

In January 2006, the charter was approved. With hard work and diligence, a site was found, teachers and administrator hired, and students enrolled. The group successfully applied for a Start-up Grant from the U.S. Department of Education Office of Innovation to assist in opening a new school. Desert Sky Community School opened for Kindergarten through Third Grade in August 2006.

Mission Statement
The Mission of the Desert Sky Community School is to provide and promote Waldorf methods education in Tucson.

The school, based on the child development theories of Dr. Rudolf Steiner, will consider the whole child, including the academic, aesthetic, social and emotional development of the student. A classic academic education is integrated with the arts and music at all grade levels.

The goal of the school is to nurture the head, heart and hands of each child, and instill them with a joy of learning, a sense of social responsibility, and a self-directed curiosity and respect.

Values and Responsibilities
Core Values
The primary purpose of Desert Sky Community School is to educate children through experiential learning, including the arts and storytelling. With a developmental approach to the whole child, we address the different needs of different children. The school strives to be an aesthetically rich environment as well as a safe space for development as a whole person.
Community is a central value that extends beyond the classroom: it is how we feel and act toward one another. Desert Sky shares a value of connection as a school community, and connection to the larger community of friends, neighbors and colleagues. We value the family attention to children which is evident to teachers. We also value the inner growth of all of the members of our community: students, parents, teachers and volunteers. Shared responsibility, especially among faculty and in Board meetings and Parent Council, allow decisions to be made in clarity, with calm and equanimity. 

These core values were determined through a workshop in May 2008, with participation of all Faculty and Board members. While we discussed many aspects of school and community, the themes and thoughts that came up again and again, from one person to the next, are identified as our core values, central to our identity as a school, and which are the foundations for the community values listed in the next section.
Community Values

Waldorf Education

Waldorf education is a worldwide movement that began in 1919 in Germany.  Since that time, its methods have proven successful in a variety of different cultures and settings.  As a charter school inspired by Waldorf education, Desert Sky’s goal is to educate the whole person academically, artistically, socially, emotionally and physically, in a way carefully designed to meet each new level of child development. 

In striving to provide the best education possible to the children in our care, we regularly seek guidance from other Waldorf educators in Arizona and beyond.  We also maintain an open dialogue with educators from other traditions by welcoming visitors to our school and participating in a variety of educational forums.
Academic Achievement

Desert Sky’s Waldorf curriculum promotes a superior level of academic achievement.  We begin by teaching children to develop capacities essential to learning: imagination, concentration, memory, heart-felt understanding and an ability to relate to the world.  By providing for the imaginative presentation of an age-appropriate curriculum, we help children effectively meet grade level proficiency as specified in the Arizona State Standards, as well as prepare them for continuing higher education and a well-balanced and healthy adult life.

Individual progress is determined by assessment of class work (main lesson books, art, special projects, practice papers), demonstration of oral skills (reading, presentations, acting) and consideration of standardized testing results.  Our multi-sensory approach to learning recognizes the importance of the whole child and supports healthy growth and progress in all areas – academic, artistic, social, emotional and physical.

Adults as Role Models

Desert Sky’s primary focus is to provide the best possible learning environment for the children in our care.  In order to do this, we believe it is necessary to pay close attention to our interactions with each other as adults.  If we are hurried, unkind or unfeeling to each other as we busily work “for the sake of the children,” we miss a tremendous opportunity to contribute meaningfully to our children’s education.

We believe that it is what we do on a day-to-day basis that speaks most loudly to our children.  All adults in the community – teachers, staff members and parents – should consider themselves at all times to be role models.  The benefit to the children is immense when we speak respectfully to each other, avoid gossip, take concerns to their source, forgive readily, observe school policies and courtesies, and follow through with what we say we are going to do.  Our goal is to develop a culture where we work together to hold ourselves accountable to these ideals.

Sustainability

At Desert Sky, we strive to be environmentally responsible.  We choose to garden without the use of pesticides or other toxins, to use environmentally safe cleaning products, to use low-impact, renewable construction materials whenever possible, to compost and recycle and to conserve electricity and water.
As much as possible, we provide children with organic, whole foods.  We recognize the impact on the environment of transporting our children long distances to school and actively support carpooling efforts.  We also work to be good neighbors by driving slowly and keeping our school a clean and beautiful place.  Our goal is to create an environment that encourages everyone to become more conscious of the need to make choices that support a future where all living things share in a world of abundance.

Media Awareness

Recent studies show that the violence, consumerism and passive entertainment that are taken for granted in today’s mass-media culture do not support the well being of children.  The cumulative effect of repeated exposure to television, video games, movies, radio and computers can negatively impact your child’s development.  At Desert Sky, we strongly encourage parents to take full responsibility for determining the type and extent of media exposure their children receive.

Desert Sky’s Parent Handbook includes clear expectations regarding limits to television and computer use during the school week, as well as dress code guidelines that limit the presence of cartoon characters, slogans, or images on clothing or accessories.  Our intention in providing these guidelines is to create an environment conducive to active, imaginative learning.  

Recognizing that we do live in a world increasingly dominated by technology and media, we encourage community dialogue about the appropriate use of these technologies and tools in the school environment.

Collaborative Leadership

Just as the Waldorf curriculum is designed with the whole child in mind, the organizational structure of Desert Sky utilizes a whole-systems approach.  We believe that the whole of our community is always greater than the sum of its parts, and that teachers, administrative staff, board members and parents can work together in concert.  By choosing not to use a strictly hierarchical organizational structure, we recognize the need to define clearly the areas of responsibility and accountability of each realm of the school.  We also commit to regular evaluation and review of our organizational structure so that we are constantly improving our work together.

In recognition of the importance of self-awareness to effective group process, we will provide opportunities for adult education.  We welcome involvement with federal, state, county and city entities, believing that these relationships give us opportunities both to strengthen our own work and to share our unique perspectives.

Participation

Desert Sky maintains that our school is only successful to the extent that parents and teachers work together as active partners – albeit with different roles – in providing an education for our children.  There are many meaningful ways for parents to be involved in their child’s school experience, including educational evenings, community festivals, and classroom support.  Parental involvement is not only an opportunity but also a necessary component of Desert Sky’s success.

Parents must be actively involved in the fund raising needed to supplement the per child contribution provided by the state of Arizona.  Both gifts of time and gifts of money are critical aspects of this partnership, and will be encouraged.  It is our experience that gifts of time bind individuals together as a community in a warm and social way, and help create a shared ownership of the school.  We also find that gifts of money demonstrate and support trust and valuing of the school.

It is also important that we seek out opportunities for Desert Sky to contribute to worthwhile projects in the greater community. We welcome your ideas and enthusiasm for this work.
School Responsibilities

Maintain a beautiful, safe environment.

Offer a Waldorf program that meets and exceeds Arizona State Standards and prepares all children for successful passage to higher levels of education.

Respect and value the diversity of students, their families and staff members.

See each child and family as unique.

Provide many opportunities for parent involvement.

Acknowledge and appreciate volunteer efforts.

Uphold clear and consistent policies in all aspects of school life.

Keep open financial records.

Support continuing parent and staff education.

Conduct regular reviews of all functions so as to learn from experience and be constantly improving.

Schedule ongoing forums for discussion of community issues.

Teacher Responsibilities

Be a daily example of a life-long learner.

Promote a superior level of academic achievement through attention to the uniqueness of each child.

Create a beautiful, ordered, peaceful classroom.

Hold at least two parent-teacher conferences each year and maintain open lines of communication with parents and children throughout the year.

Host regular parent evenings and send home regular written communication to parents describing classroom work.

Document on-going assessment of each child’s progress.

Act as a model to resolve conflict peacefully and help children to learn to do the same.

Work closely with other teachers to provide a consistent, supportive environment for students.

Visit families so as to make a bridge between home and school.

Continually deepen their understanding of Waldorf education and child development.

Embrace the opportunity to bring Waldorf education into the public sector.

Participate in the school’s training, mentoring and evaluation programs.

Parent Responsibilities

Provide adequate rest, nutrition and health care so that children come to school ready to learn.

Help children get to school on time and attend regularly.

Support policies set forth in the Parent Handbook.

Help children learn to take responsibility for homework.

Make sure children have time to play and relax after school so they can be ready to learn again the next day.

Attend all parent-teacher conferences and parent evenings and learn more about Waldorf education.

Participate in the life of school by volunteering, attending workdays and attending festivals.

Take responsibility for TV, radio, video and computer use, and limit these in accordance with guidelines in the Parent Handbook.

Show respect for children, teachers, the school and all other parents.

Bring any classroom concerns directly to the teacher.

Bring any general concerns directly to the administrative office.

Commit to becoming an active participant in finding solutions to any difficulties that arise.

We ask that parents play a major role in supporting the schools’ mission, both morally and financially. The ideal for any school is that individuals take responsibility for the whole by contributing as much as they are able on their own initiative. Parental support of the life of the school with their time and talent is essential. Parent volunteers enrich the school in many ways: by helping in the classroom; by serving on committees; by participating in fundraising and cultural events; by providing expertise in practical areas; helping to increase enrollment; and donating every day items. We know that your time is valuable, and we appreciate all of the support you can give, no matter how minor it may seem to you.

Student Responsibilities

Always make the best effort possible.

Be kind and helpful with classmates.

Seek out an adult if in need of help or aware of another child in need of help.

Stand up for what is right.

Attend school regularly and be on time.

Come to school prepared with homework and supplies.

Work to resolve conflicts in peaceful ways.

Respect people’s differences.

Show respect for self, other people, animals and property.

Help keep the school clean and beautiful.

Accept responsibility and consequences for your actions.

Dress in accordance with the school’s dress code.

II.
Organizational Structure and Governance

DSCS Board of Directors

The Governing Board and the Corporate Board of Desert Sky Community School are one and the same, called the DSCS Board of Directors. The Board is composed of at least three, and no more than nine, board members. The role of the Board is financial and legal oversight of the school. Board membership is a volunteer position, and carries the duty of abiding by Open Meeting Law.  

Administrator
The Administrator oversees the day-to-day operations of the school, implements Board policy, and provides the Board guidance and data for oversight. The Administrator is a community liaison, facilitates communication and conflict resolution within the individuals of the school community, and is responsible to the State for reporting and compliance issues.
Administrative Committee

Composed of the Administrator and Faculty Chair, the Administrative Committee ensures curricular alignment, evaluates and supports quality instructional practice, and carries responsibility for all other pedagogical issues. 

Faculty 

The full-time Faculty meets regularly to consider pedagogical issues, engage in professional development, and continually strive to provide a quality Waldorf education for the students of Desert Sky. They are responsible for setting classroom policies and implementing the discipline policy.

Faculty Chair

The Faculty Chair represents the faculty, communicating regularly with the Administrator and the Parent Council. 

Parent Council

The Parent Council represents all parents or legal guardians of children who attend Desert Sky Community School. The Parent Council consists of parent representatives from each classroom. The Parent Council’s mission is to build a strong community for families, to inspire volunteerism and active involvement in the life of the school. The Council organizes various committees of parents to serve the school in areas such as volunteer coordination, fundraising, gardening, and hospitality.

Parent-Teacher Committee

Consisting of the Faculty Chair and the Parent Council Chair, the Parent-Teacher Committee assures that there is a forum for communication and dialogue between representatives of the parents and of the faculty regarding the implementation of school policies. The Parent-Teacher Committee is also responsible for coordination of parent volunteer efforts inside and outside the classroom.

III. Attendance


School Hours

School begins at 8:15am, Monday through Friday. 

Everyday, the dismissal time is 2:30pm. 

The administrative office is open 8:00am to 3:30pm.

Arrival

Adult supervision is provided on the playground between 8am and 8:15am. It is helpful for children to arrive before school begins so they can socialize before starting their school day. Students should not be dropped off before 8am. Teachers retrieve their students from the playground, and classes begin promptly at 8:15am, with the teacher greeting each child with a handshake as they enter the classroom. Arriving late may affect the child’s day adversely, and is disruptive to the class in general.

Departure

Students remain at their classroom with their teacher until parents pick them up at the end of the day at 2:30pm. When picking up your child please come to the classroom door and accompany your child through campus to your car. Students who are not picked up by 2:35pm will be escorted by their teacher to the playground and signed into aftercare. For your child’s safety, it is our policy to dismiss a child only to the parent or adult listed on their blue card.  Any change in the usual pick-up procedure should be communicated in writing to your class teacher. 

Please refrain from speaking about your child to the teacher in front of other parents and children. If you need to speak with your teachers, call or email him or her for a conference. 

Parking Lot

Children are not allowed in the parking lot without an adult. 

Chain of Custody
	When to drop off: 
	Where to drop off:
	The student’s parent or guardian must maintain supervision of the student until the student becomes the responsibility of the school. Students may not sign themselves in.



	7:30am to 8:15am 
	Parent brings child to morning care on the playground, and signs in. 
	

	8:15am 
	Parent brings students to courtyard, students line up at classroom door when bell sounds at 8:15am.
	

	After 8:15am (late)
	Parent brings child to office and records late sign-in, then waits with child outside classroom door with student. 
	


	When to pick up: 
	Where to pick up:
	The student is supervised by teachers and school staff until the student becomes the responsibility of the parent or authorized representative. Students may not sign themselves out.



	Before 2:30pm (early) 
	Parent visits school office and signs child out. Staff will retrieve student from classroom, or invite parent to do so.
	

	2:30pm
	Parent meets student at classroom or in courtyard. 
	

	2:30pm to 5:30pm
	Parent signs out student at aftercare, either on playground or in room 7.  
	


	8:13am
	Teachers retrieve students from morning care on playground. 
	Students may not sign themselves in to or out of care. 

	2:30pm to  2:35pm
	Teachers sign students into after care on playground. 
	


After School programs

When possible, as a convenience to parents and enrichment to students, Desert Sky supports after school programming. The regular school budget does not support after school programming. All after school activities are fee-based, whether paid through the school or directly to the instructor. The only after school activities NOT fee-based are Title I academic tutoring and speech therapy as arranged in consultation with the parent.

Attendance Records

The curriculum is created to promote an unfolding of the day, the week, and the year in a rhythmical movement that allows learning to take place in a balanced way. By promoting regular attendance, we allow the children to experience what has been designed for them.

Kindly avoid taking school trips during school times. Notify the class teacher in writing when it cannot be avoided, and communicate with the class teacher for school work to take along to minimize the impact of missing school. For the child’s protection, parents are required to call the school office the same day their child is absent from school.  If you must miss a class for an appointment please schedule appointments outside the main lesson time. 

Absence
One of the most important things you can do as a parent is to ensure that your child attends school regularly and arrives on time daily. Attendance is a critical element of your child’s education and has a significant impact on social well-being and achievement. Frequent tardies are not only detrimental to the student who is late but disrupt the entire class. Significant absence may also be cause for retention. It is the expectation of Desert Sky that parents be strong partners in the area of absence.
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Desert Sky Community School. You will have to contact the records manager or administrative assistant to re-enroll your child.
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Administrator to address this concern. 

Late Arrival (Tardy)
If you arrive at school late (after 8:14am), please park your car and accompany your child to the school office. You will sign in and receive a late pass for your child. Please walk your child to their classroom, knock on the door and wait for the teacher to answer. Remain with your child until he or she is greeted by the teacher and admitted to the classroom. Recurring late arrival is a serious issue that affects academic achievement, school funding, and the harmony of the classroom. If a pattern of tardies appears to be developing, a meeting will be set up with parents, the class teacher, and the Administrator to address the concern.

Telephone and Messages

Students are not allowed to bring pagers or cell phones on campus. If a cell phone is needed and authorized by the parent(s), it must be left in the school office upon arrival and picked up when leaving the campus.

Students are not permitted to use school phones unless they have a note from their teacher. School phones are for school business only. The school office is not responsible for relaying any non-emergency messages. 

To contact your child during the school day, please call the school office. Do leave a message if no one is available to take your call.

Transportation
Desert Sky supports carpooling to school. We do not have a ‘school bus’. Once you have arranged transportation, it is important to remain consistent. Experience has shown that children who are unsure of their ride home have very insecure days at school. If someone else will be picking up your child, you must notify your child’s class teacher in writing. 
Being a Good Neighbor in Shared Space
Our campus is a shared space. During the week we run our school, and on weekends some of the spaces which we use are utilized by the church. Specifically, the Kindergarten areas, Room 3 and Room 5 are designated for weekend use. There are church services Sunday morning and evening. Church children also use the playground and the kindergarten courtyard.

While we do have exclusive use of our classrooms during the week, other groups do meet on the campus. For example, a Boy Scout troop meetings and quilting groups meet regularly during the school week, both after and during school hours. 

Rules for Neighborly Behavior

*Do not dig near the playground fence --  this compromises security.

*Do not climb on any of the walls: this includes the sloped wall outside the school office, the wall surrounding the kindergarten patio, or the walls around the white house (in the rear of the school).

*Do not walk on the large rocks surrounding the trees in the courtyard.

*Respect the bathrooms. We will investigate any signs of disorderly conduct.

*Do not litter. Please pick up any litter which you come across.

*Chewing gum is not allowed on campus.

The student and his/her family are responsible for the repair and clean-up of any damage caused by the student.

What Should Your Child Bring to School?

*Backpack or book bag

*A lunch and a snack, packed securely in a lunch box or bag. Children will not have access to a microwave or refrigerator-  please pack a thermos or ice pack, as needed. Please also pack a snack for your child to eat after school, if they will be staying in After Care.

*An apron or an old shirt to protect clothing when painting.

*A change of clothes. (The clothes can remain in the child’s cubby until needed.)

*A hat or cap.

For Kindergarten:

*Kindergarteners do not need to bring a backpack, but may do so if they will need assistance carrying school projects home.

*Snack is provided in Kindergarten. They will need to have a packed lunch and a snack for after school, if they will be staying in After Care.

*A change of clothes, including under garments. (These may  remain in the child’s cubbie).

*A separate pair of “indoor shoes” (or slippers) to be worn only inside the classroom.

Reminders:

*The Tucson sun can be relentless! Please apply sun lotion to your child before school or pack some in their backpack for your child to apply, as needed.

*Please label all of your child’s personal belongings (including shoes, hats, lunch boxes and spare clothing) with your child’s name.

Lunch Ideas 





Snack Ideas
                     Soup




        Crackers & Cheese

        Hot/Cold Pasta Salad


                 Peanuts, Raisins or Trail Mix

                Sandwiches




           Granola Bars

   Tuna Salad or Potato Salad

          Cucumber slices, Carrot sticks, Apple wedges

    Oatmeal   




      Hummus and Pita

                      Vegetables and Rice

                                         Eggrolls

                            Banana Bread
                                                    Yogurt 

PLEASE DO NOT BRING TO SCHOOL ANY SODA, CANDY, COOKIES or CHIPS. On special occasions (such as birthdays), the teacher will arrange with the parents to provide healthy sweets in celebration.
IV.   
Communication and Publications

Facilitation: Communication Process & Problem Solving
Each faculty member has designated another faculty member to facilitate communication, if ever necessary. We have decided to use the title “facilitator” for this reason. A facilitator is a listener, a support person, a witness at meetings and a mediator for conflict resolution.

Because the running of Desert Sky Community School is a group process of the families, faculty, staff and board, a striving for open, healthy communication helps tremendously. The class teacher is responsible to the school for his or her class. If a parent needs to discuss a child or is concerned about a pedagogical problem, the first person to approach is the class teacher. If the question is of a more general nature, it may be referred to the Faculty Chairperson, Administrator, or Board President. We invite you to use the following process if you have a concern or question about your child, his/her class, of the school in general:

1. Speak directly with the teacher or appropriate person.

2. If you need help with this communication, ask the teacher’s facilitator, school administrator or any other teacher.

3. If communication is not effective with this help, ask that person for a meeting with the teacher, his/her facilitator, the school administrator and any other staff necessary.

4. If resolution is not reached with this meeting, your concern will be brought to the full-time faculty for resolution.

The faculty and staff follow this same communication process with you and with each other. We invite your suggestions and advice to better this process.

Faculty/Staff



Role



Facilitator

Shelly Adrian…………………..........Administrator…………………..Kristin Cuneo

Maria Teresa Cardenas……………Main Lesson Teacher....……………..Shelly Adrian

Kristin Cuneo………………...........Main Lesson Teacher…………..Maria Teresa Cardenas

Oksana Lisetska……………..........……German………………...Maria Teresa Cardenas

Nell Summers……….........Games/Handwork/Playground….....Maria Teresa Cardenas

Jeanne Kresser.................................Kindergarten..........................Maria Teresa Cardenas
Marsha Larson..............................Kindergarten Asst...........................Jeanne Kresser

Heather Wheat....................................1st Grade........................Maria Teresa Cardenas

V.  Emergency Information

Injury at school

In the event of minor scrapes and bruises, the office staff or teacher will administer first aid consisting of band-aids, ice, and washing with soap as needed. The school does not administer any topical or oral medication unless written permission is on file with the office. 

In the event of a medical emergency, the school will try to contact the parents, and will take the child to a hospital emergency service if needed, as indicated on the blue emergency information card.

Insurance

All students at Desert Sky are covered by an accident insurance policy. This is a secondary policy, and covers expenses that the family’s primary health coverage does not cover. It covers medical expenses for an accidental injury incurred on the school grounds or while on a field trip. While this policy will protect students regardless of their family’s health insurance coverage, we strongly suggest a family health insurance policy for the medical and financial well-being of your family. In Arizona, KidsCare and AHCCCS are available to families who cannot otherwise afford health insurance. 

Illness
An ill child should be kept home. Please call the school office by 8a.m. if your child will be absent. If a child becomes ill while at school, parents will be contacted to pick up their child.  The school does not have facilities to care for children who come to school too ill to remain in class.  The school staff is not permitted to administer any medicine without written parental permission. Approval for administering medicine, including homeopathic remedies, aspirin, and topical first aid must be written and on file in the office.  

Children must be free of fever and diarrhea for 24 hours before they may return to school. 

 Any child who contracts a contagious illness such as measles, mumps, chicken pox, or strep throat must be kept home until the illness is no longer contagious.  Please inform your class teacher so other parents can be alerted. A note from your health care provider stating the date your child may return to school is required to be submitted to the school office before your child’s return.

Any child who contracts a communicable disease such as head lice, pink eye, impetigo, or pinworms, must be receiving medical treatment before returning to school. Please inform your class teacher so other parents can be alerted.
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Day, please contact the Administrative Assistant for information and the form needed for this purpose. All asthma inhalers and Epi-pens must be kept secure; please see the Administrative Assistant. 
Inclement Weather Closings

A decision to close school due to inclement weather or other emergency conditions will be made by 6:00 a.m. Information that the school is closed will be available on the school website and school phone message. Administration will contact teachers. Teachers will contact the class parent. The class parent and teacher will contact the parents. In general, if TUSD schools are closed due to weather, then Desert Sky is also closed.  In the past three years, the school has been closed once due to snow – highly unlikely, but possible!

Closure after school is in session

If you feel that weather or driving conditions are deteriorating once school is in session, please feel free to call the office to arrange early pickup of your child. In the event of early closure, please check the school’s website and phone message for announcement. In general, if TUSD schools are closing early due to weather, the Desert Sky is also closing early. Please make sure that the school has the most up-to-date contact information for your child in case you are unaware of closing and we need to contact you!

Disaster Preparedness

In accordance with requirement, periodic fire drills are conducted so that the children learn how to exit from the building in an expedient and safe manner.

In accordance with requirement, Desert Sky has preparedness plans for emergencies. 

VI. 
Academic Expectations

Homework

Homework is given to strengthen the student’s ability to work independently. It is ideal for each child to have a quiet space consistently available to do homework at the same time each day, afternoon or evening. The more this is established, the easier it will be for your child to successfully manage the work in the higher grades. Homework usually begins in Third Grade with occasional short assignments. Starting in Fifth Grade, homework is given on a regular basis. Your support in helping to ensure that homework arrives at school in a timely manner benefits the child and helps them establish their own routines and responsibilities. 

If a student is absent the day an assignment is given, he or she should, upon their return, approach the teacher for missed classwork and assignments. 

If a student is having difficulty completing assignments on time, he or she must speak with the teacher and ask for assistance. 

Teachers expect students, not their parents, to take primary responsibility for speaking with the teacher about missed assignments.

Progress Reports

Letter grades are not given.  Reports on individual student progress are made four times a year, as follows:

· September – Teachers evaluate students on academic skills and provide qualitative comments about the child’s participation in class, interests, and areas that need improvement on a progress report which is shared with parents during the parent-teacher conference.  Parents sign the report and may have a copy to keep. 

· December—Teachers evaluate students on academic skills and provide qualitative comments on a progress report which is mailed home in early January. A parent-teacher conference is optional, and will be requested if either parent or teacher has concerns.

· March – Teachers evaluate students on academic skills and provide qualitative comments about the child’s participation in class, interests, and areas that need improvement on a progress report which is shared with parents during the parent-teacher conference. Parents sign the report and may have a copy to keep. Any concerns that the student is not ready for promotion to the next grade level will be discussed at this time.

· May – Teachers evaluate students on academic skills, and provide an end-of-year narrative which reviews the blocks and activities of the class and the milestones of the individual student. These reports are sent home in June (after the last day of school). 

Standardized Testing

Inspired by Waldorf education, Desert Sky is concerned with the whole child as a developing human, and looks at art, movement, and communication skills as indicators of progress. Strengths and weaknesses of students are addressed in weekly faculty meetings.  As a public charter school, Desert Sky is required to administer the Terra Nova test in Second Grade, and the AIMS test in Third Grade and up, each Spring. Desert Sky expects all eligible students to participate in testing. Test scores are available over the summer, and provide a basis for offering Title I tutoring support to students the following year. 

Screen and Media Policy: Television, Computers and Video Games

Desert Sky Community School encourages parents to become conscientious and thoughtful about the “screen” presence in their children’s lives, and to be respectful of media-free classrooms and peers. DO feel free to contact your child’s teacher or the school administrator about how to learn more on why to restrict or eliminate media exposure in your home-  and how to do so.
Screen and Media Policy: Media in the Classroom

Because the curriculum and teaching style of our school is founded on both direct experience of the world around us and on the development of human relationships, electronic screen media has little place in the classroom. To help teachers in maintaining a learning environment that is conducive to creative, active learning, and to respect the choices of families who have chosen to be media-free, we ask that students not discuss at school their experiences with television, movies, video games and computer use. If a child’s talk or imitative behavior related to media exposure is disruptive, the teachers may remind a student to speak about something else, contact the child’s parents to discuss the situation, and generally treat “media talk” as inappropriate behavior while at school.

Screen and Media Policy: Media in the home and in the World at Large
The violence and consumerism of television, movies, computers and video games are not conducive to healthy development. More insidiously, “screen time” is passive entertainment which inhibits the development of imaginative play, self-regulation and creative problem-solving. At Desert Sky Community School, we encourage awareness of the media influences in your home, and the screen time to which your child is exposed.

Our Recommended Guidelines:

*For Kindergarteners and First Grade Students: No screen time or media exposure.

*For Second Grade and Higher: 


*No television, movies or video games during the school week.


*Parent supervised and minimal media exposure on the weekends and holidays.

Tutoring

Desert Sky receives federal funding through Title I to support tutoring for individual students that need it. Title I tutoring may occur during the school day or afterschool. There is no charge for this service. 

VII.
Conduct & Discipline

Dress code

As parents, we are the role models for children. We are the adults, the ones to make decisions for the best interest for our children. Desert Sky is grateful to be a partner with parents in child development, and the faculty, board, and administration strive to be thoughtful and supportive of students' learning and well-being. Desert Sky is committed to a focus on order, cleanliness, and beauty as an underpinning for academics. 

All faculty and staff are expected to uphold the policies of the school, and to educate parents about the foundations of our policies in Waldorf philosophy. If a student breaches dress code, the teacher is expected to: 
* address it immediately by having the student turn their shirt inside out, for example, or sending them to the office to borrow appropriate clothing or a hat. 
* have the student sit in the shade if they have no hat. 
* contact the parent about the violation, either in person or by sending them a written notice of dress code violation (to be provided by the office).


The purpose of the school dress code is to contribute to the student’s healthy and respectful school day and to avoid classroom distraction and obstacles to participation. All students have intrinsic worth based on who they are, not what they wear. In short, appropriate school clothes are *warm and dry, neat and clean, modest and functional*. 

Specifically, the dress code standards for K-5 are defined as follows: 

1) Students are expected to wear casual ‘play clothes.’ Clothing should be patterns or solid colors, without words, phrases, pictures or logos. 

2) Personal items such as purses, bags, backpacks, lunch boxes and shoes should be free of words and pictures. 

3) Clothing must be neat. Clothing should not torn, tattered, frayed, or oversized. No ‘cut-off’ shorts, or saggy pants. 

4) All clothing must fit properly, without need for the individual to tug, hitch up, or otherwise adjust clothing. Underwear should not be visible, and buttocks should be fully covered. 

5) Hair must be neat. Long hair on both girls and boys must be out of the face and eyes. No dyed, bleached, or colored hair or extreme haircuts (mohawks, etc). 

6) Shorts, dresses, and skirts must be mid-thigh length or longer. Students have movement exercises everyday, so pants, shorts, or dresses with shorts underneath are encouraged. 

7) Shoulders and midriffs must be covered. Straps must be at least two inches wide, and no cleavage should be visible. The midriff must be covered when the student’s arms are raised. No see-through shirts, tank tops, or spaghetti straps. It is especially important for the health of kindergarteners and first graders to keep the tummy and back warmly covered. 

8) Jewelry should be kept to a minimum. Dangling earrings may not be worn. 

9) Shoes must be sturdy and stay on the feet easily. No flip-flops, thongs, platform, crocs, or high-heeled shoes. No shoes with lights or rollers. Tennis shoes or sneakers are encouraged. Shoes with laces are recommended so children have practice tying. Laces must be tied and shoes with zippers must stay zipped. Kindergarteners must bring indoor shoes (slippers or other soft shoes) for classroom wear. 

10) Clothing should be suitable to the weather. Jackets or sweaters are required in cold weather, as children will be playing outside even in cooler temperatures. In cold weather, legs should be covered with tights, leggings, or long pants. 

11) Hats and sunglasses may not be worn in the classroom. Sunhats are required outdoors in warm weather. Warm hats are needed outdoors in cold weather. 

12) Students are not permitted to wear make-up at school. We recommend students do not wear nail polish. 

13) Temporary tattoos may not be worn at school. 

Reasonableness of dress is at the discretion of the teacher. Disregard for the dress code will result in the parents being contacted.

(Developed by Faculty: 5/30/08; Approved by Board: 6/3/08.

Frequently Asked Questions about the Dress Code 

Do I have to wear a hat?
Yes, students and teachers are expected to wear hats out of doors. The Arizona sun is hot and bright; skin cancer is a risk. Hats to shade the face from the sun are required. Students may bring a hat to keep in their cubby at school, or bring their hat to and from school with them each day. In the winter when the weather is colder, a hat helps us to keep warm. 

I understand banning offensive words or pictures from t-shirts, but what's wrong with 'Save the Whales'? 
There are many answers. What do you see when you look at a child? Waldorf education encourages us to see a child for who he or she is, and for the kernel of who they will become. Words on our clothing -- even positive words -- are distractions from seeing the children. Words on clothing are advertising for something: a product, a political slogan, a vacation destination, a lifestyle. Desert Sky strives to be a space in the child's day when they are not an advertisement and not a consumer, when they meet each other and their teachers as humans. 

Why don't we just have uniforms then?
The usual school uniform of dark pants and white shirt certainly fits within our dress code, and families are welcome to use a uniform if they desire. 

Everything has words or pictures, and I can't afford a whole new wardrobe for my child!
We understand that most families cannot afford to change overnight to a whole new wardrobe. The dress code was initially distributed last June. We are refreshing our commitment to the dress code at this time, so that clothing and bookbags purchased over the summer can be made with the dress code in mind for next year. Clothing need not be expensive; personally, my family buys 90% of our clothing from thrift shops for very reasonable prices and quality. If your family is experiencing hardship and would have difficulty meeting the dress code, do see me (Shelly). 


Discipline policy

Code of Conduct 

Students are expected to behave in a respectful way toward the teachers, fellow students, and property. The teachers and administration work with students to promote healthy, respectful, happy social interactions among the students. Teachers have individual classroom management styles and classroom rules suited to the developmental age of the students. 

What happens if your child misbehaves? 

Any behavior that poses a threat to the health and safety of the children or adults will result in immediate removal from school. 

Certain behaviors will not be tolerated. Parents will be called to pick up their children for: 

*Biting or kicking a teacher or fellow student 

•Disruptive behavior such as hitting, throwing, or swearing 

•Other behaviors that compromise the health and safety of that individual or others 

The child will be sent home for any of these behaviors. A conference with a school official is required prior to readmission to school. 

Repeated disruptive behaviors may result in longer and longer suspensions, which may lead to expulsion. 

NOTE: A longer, more detailed version of Desert Sky’s discipline policy is available at the school office. (Approved by Board: 4/14/09)
Playground rules
Playground rules for Kindergarten:

Consistency is very important for children of all ages. We would like to share these rules that the teachers have developed, and ask that the parents and friends of the school help with following through with these rules at all times that children are on the playground:

· Children may not climb the fences, walls, or in trees.

· Children may not stand or lie on the swings. Students may not ‘twist’ the swings. 

· Wild behavior on or off the playground will not be tolerated.

· Running in the area of the swings and slide is dangerous.

· Children must be supervised at all times. If volunteering, working or attending a meeting, you must be able to see or hear your child or ask another person to supervise them outside. Any adult on the playground is to be respected as an authority and listened to. 

· Please take all your things and trash with you, and report broken things to the teachers or office. 

· Please do not open the storage cabinets and remove toys or playground equipment without the permission of the teacher.

Playground rules for grades students:

· Wrestling, pushing, shoving, etc. are not allowed.

· Children are not allowed on campus, after hours, without parent supervision. 

· Cursing is not permitted.

· Riding wheeled toys is prohibited ( scooters, bikes, skates, skateboards). 

· Throwing objects at others is not permitted. 

· Children are to stay within bounds as specified by their class teacher.

· Children are expected to share swings, take turns, and push from behind only, no twisting, no ‘underdogs’, and no pulling on the ankles

· No tree climbing allowed

· No Rough play, not even pretend rough play. 

· Children in grade 3 and below may not play football or soccer. Passing games with these kinds of balls is permitted. 

· Tackle football is not allowed.

· During recess, all children must be outside unless the teacher has given specific permission.

· No running in the hallway or covered porch. 

· No gum is to be chewed on school property at any time, including before and after school.

· Students are not allowed at the ‘white house’ except when accompanied by a teacher. Students may not climb on the walls or other structures at the white house at any time. 

Hitting

We do not allow any kinds of play that includes forceful or careless physical contact, including: hitting, shoving, butting, kicking, etc. Physical violence, no matter how minor, will be stopped immediately to prevent serious escalation. Fighting or injury ma result in immediate suspension to emphasize the gravity of the misdeed.

Teasing policy

Teasing is defined as an expression of hurtful words, gestures, or actions that cause hurt feelings, exclusion, or alienation. The school strives to develop a sense of community in which all students can unfold their highest potential, academically, and also in the realm of human relationships. Frequent teasing without remorse is recognized as a sign for concern. When teasing occurs a conference with the parents will be held with specific written recommendations to be followed as conditions for the child to remain in school. 

Here are the steps in the event that teasing occurs:

1. The child who perceives that she/he is being teased should ask the other(s) to stop.

2. If that does not prove effective, then the child should tell the class teacher as clearly as possible. 

3. If the child tells a parent about a teasing event, we ask that the parent inform the class teacher immediately.

4. The class teacher then asks for clarity about the situation from the offending student(s) and takes appropriate measures, which may include suspension or expulsion.

Drugs, alcohol, and weapons

Desert Sky Community School is a smoke-free campus. Staff and guests of Rincon Congregational Church are asked to smoke at the ‘hub’, and smoking is required to be at least 20 feet from any school entrance. 

Prescription medications for students must be checked into the school office, and their use monitored by school staff. Please see the office for a medications form. 

Out of respect for the healthy development of student minds and bodies, and in accordance with the laws of our state, we demand that students maintain the campus and all school related activities as tobacco-free. Parents can support this policy by refraining from smoking on the school campus or parking area.

For the safety of everyone on campus, students may not bring weapons of any kind to school. This includes firearms, knives (including Swiss Army and Leatherman), slingshots, and other items determined by faculty and staff. 

Sexual Abuse Policy 
Desert Sky Community School prohibits and does not tolerate sexual abuse at school or in any school-related activity. Background checks are conducted on all school employees, as well as classroom volunteers.  Desert Sky reports allegations of sexual abuse to the appropriate legal authorities and will assist in prosecuting sexual abuse cases.

Please bring any concerns to a class teacher or administrator. Desert Sky prohibits retaliation against anyone who brings a good faith complaint of sexual abuse. Desert Sky prohibits making false and/or malicious sexual abuse allegations.

VIII. Administration

Hours

The Administrative Office hours are Monday through Friday from 8:00am to 3:30pm. 

Office hours will vary during holiday and summer breaks; see the school newsletter for updates.

Admissions: Policy & Process

Desert Sky Community School has been created as a tuition free public charter school offering an alternative choice to parents and students for a high-quality, Waldorf-inspired curriculum aligned to State Standards for Academic Excellence; providing equal opportunity and equitable access and participation regardless of gender, race, national origin, color, disabling conditions, ethnicity, income level, English proficiency, athletic ability, or age.

a. Eligibility for Admission

A pupil who has been expelled by any school district in this state or who is not in compliance with a condition of disciplinary action imposed by any other school or school district or with a condition imposed by the juvenile court shall not be admitted.  Acceptance for enrollment may be revoked upon finding the existence of any of these conditions.
b. Age at Enrollment
 and Assignment to Grade Level





The policy of Desert Sky Community School is that children must be 5 years old by September 1st to enroll in Kindergarten, and children must be 6 years old by September 1st to enroll in First Grade. 

It is the policy of Desert Sky Community School to consider the whole child when placing a child in a grade level. The pedagogy of DSCS, inspired by Waldorf education, considers several criteria in determining school readiness. Children may not reach these benchmarks until they are much older than required by our age at enrollment policy. Thus all children who turn 6 years old in the summer will be evaluated for first grade readiness, on a case-by-case basis, by the faculty and mentors. Parents are asked to consider the benefits of pacing their children’s education so they become 7 yrs old during their first grade year.
Students will be assigned to grade level in accordance to their age and grade-level appropriateness as evaluated by faculty. 

c. Open Enrollment and Enrollment Capacity 
All applicants will be accepted if there is sufficient capacity. If during any enrollment period the school has a number of applicants that exceed the capacity of a program, class, grade level, building or enrollment cap established by the approved Arizona State Charter Board Contract, a random lottery will be conducted to select students to fill ALL available enrollment spaces.  Applicants will be selected for enrollment on the basis of a random lottery of all new students submitting applications during the open enrollment period. 
Desert Sky may give preference to siblings of enrolled students in filling vacancies during an enrollment period. The random lottery process will be repeated during the next enrollment period, if and when there are more applicants than vacancies.

d. Admission Process



Desert Sky Community School is a public charter school inspired by Waldorf education. To ensure our specialized program is right for you, we require a three-step enrollment process as follows:

1. Parent interview with our administrator

2. Completion of all required paperwork

3. Parent and student interview with the class teacher
 Open Houses and Events
Tours of the school are conducted on Tuesday mornings between 8:15am and 10:15am; please contact the school office to make an appointment to tour the school. Approximately once a month, the school sponsors a speaker or event to bring Waldorf experience to the adults in our community. Events may include artistic or musical activity, puppetry, or a special guest speaker.  Parents of the school are encouraged to attend and are welcome to invite friends and neighbors who would also like to learn about Waldorf education and Desert Sky Community School. The times and dates for events are listed in the school newsletter and at the website.
Materials Fees & other charges

Requested Materials Fee

The Materials Fee amount is generated based on student enrollment. The state provides funding based on attendance records. The school receives an average of $5,500 per child, assuming that the child has perfect attendance. Combined with grants and fundraising events, the Materials Fee is designed to cover those costs which state funding cannot.

What is the requested Materials Fee?   

The requested Materials Fee for the 2009 - 2010 school year is $200.00, per child. This amount is payable over the 10 months of the school year (August 13th- May 15th).

What exactly does the Materials Fee cover?

The fee supports programs which we consider essential to the Waldorf curriculum, but which the state considers extracurricular.  This includes, but is not limited to:

* handwork



*choral music


*instrumental music


*Games/P.E.


*two foreign languages

*guest speakers and mentors


*art classes & materials

* Waldorf resources 


*musical instruments (violin and flute for Grades) 

*Daily snack (Kindergarten)

Without the requested Materials Fee, we can not offer these programs. 
No scholastic records or year-end reports will be issued until bills are paid in full. A student is not permitted to continue in aftercare if after care charges are in arrears more than 30 days.

Desert Sky supports a Waldorf-inspired education for all regardless of economic considerations. In order to meet the school’s needs and accommodate as well as possible the economic circumstances of individual families, we have two requests:

1. Strive to contribute. If paying fees is a hardship, please consider what amount you can afford. Please speak with the office about payment plans, credit card payments, and making arrangements that will work for you. 

2. Help others. After meeting your financial obligations, please consider giving additional funds to supplement programs for those who cannot afford to pay. Desert Sky is very grateful for parents who can fund an additional student on fieldtrips, so no student is left behind. 

Withdrawal Obligations

Withdrawal from the school is a serious matter. The date of withdrawal is the last day of attendance. A withdrawal form must be signed by the parent or guardian, and a meeting with the administrator is recommended. If possible, any withdrawal should be at mid-year or year’s end.  Withdrawal does not absolve the family from financial obligations. End-of-year reports will not be distributed if charges are in arrears. 

Immunization Records

Each child must have completed health and immunization forms in the office. This is a requirement of the county health department and state law. The law does provide for exemptions from immunization; an exemption form is available at the school office. 

Transcripts

School records are available on request. When a child joins the school, records are requested from the previous school. When a child withdraws, copies of the school records are forwarded to the new school. All school records are retained in accordance with records retention policy. 

FERPA Notice

IX. Curriculum

Home Visits

Home visits are generally scheduled for new students at the school. The home visit provides an opportunity for you and your child to bond with your child’s teacher. The visit enables the teacher to deepen his or her work with your child by experiencing your home environment. Often the child will have some individual time with his or her teacher (showing their bedroom or favorite toys). The children usually take great pride in showing their teacher all around, and the teacher goes away with a heart-warmed sense of who this child is and what his interests and passions are. There is also time set aside for parents to speak privately with the teacher and ask questions or raise any concerns. The working together of parents and teachers greatly serve and nourishes the children, thereby creating a bridge from home to school. 

Inviting your grade school child’s class teacher to your home for dinner is an excellent way to create a bridge between home and school. Beyond the social experience, home visits provide the teacher additional perspectives, thus serving to deepen the teacher’s understanding of your child. 

Typical Kindergarten Day  (sample)
8:00 
Playground supervision for early arrivals

8:15 
Arrive at the playground

9:30 
Clean up

9:45
Circle

10:00
Restroom & wash hands

10:10
Snack

10:35
Extra Activities – not daily

10:45
Wash hands

10:50
Outside play and activities

11:25
Restroom & wash hands

11:35
Story

11:45
Lunch

12:00
Outside play

12:45
Wash hands

12:55
Nap

1:55
Outdoor play

2:30 
Dismissal

Activities
Monday
painting

Tuesday
Cooking or Drawing

Wednesday
Eurythmy or Nature Walk

Thursday
Baking

Friday

Beeswax Modelling

Kindergarten to Grade 1 Progression
Progression from Kindergarten to First Grade is determined by the Kindergarten Teachers and their mentors, based on the developmental readiness of the child. The teacher will discuss readiness with   parents. Please speak with your child’s teacher prior to early February. 

A Typical Day in Grades 1 to 5

The day begins with a handshake and opening circle led by the class teacher. During circle, the children move, sing, and recite in unison, to prepare for their main lesson. The concentration achieved in the main lesson block allows each subject to be pursued in depth and with continuity. Whatever the subject, the teacher’s goal is to engage the child’s feelings and imagination so the subject comes live for each child in his or her own unique way. .  Academic work is concentrated in the morning Main Lesson when students are most alert and receptive. Students are expected to arrive to school promptly so as not to miss important academic work.

8:00
playground supervision for early arrivals

8:15
each child is greeted by their teacher with a handshake.

8:15
circle activity and main lesson. Students study a topic for 3-4 weeks.

10:15 
snack and outside recess

10:45
Literacy period. For twenty minutes each day, students read or are read to. 

11:05
Subject class. Taught by specialty teachers, the subjects include Spanish, German, Music, Handwork, and Games.

11:55
Subject class

12:45
lunch and outside recess

1:15
Subject class






2:20
Chores

2:30
Dismissal

Topics commonly taught in each grade

Grade 1 

Fairy Tales and poems with strong rhythm

Form drawing, drawing and painting give way to letters, simple words, speech exercises, phonetics, and short plays

Whole numbers, four processes, counting, mental arithmetic

Nature studies

Grade 2

Form drawing and mirror drawing (symmetry)

Fables, legends of saints and other notable persons, local folklore, American Indian stories

Begin reading from student’s own written main lesson book, plays and speech work, rhyming words.

Whole numbers, times tables, number patterns, carrying and borrowing, situation problems, time, money

Nature studies

Grade 3

Form drawing as introduction to cursive writing

Biblical stories as part of ancient history, American Indian stories, fables, reading from Main Lesson book, poetry

Grammar: structure of a sentence, verbs, adjectives, spelling and writing

Whole numbers, times tables, number patterns measurement, prime numbers

House building, farming, clothing 

Grade 4

Freehand geometric drawing, form drawing, interlocking forms

Local history through geography, Norse sagas, poetry, alliteration

Grammar: verb tenses,  prepositions, plurals, abbreviations, personal pronouns, adverbs, oral reports

Writing: composition, form and content
Arithmetic operations, word problems, times tables, averages, long division, factoring, proofs.

Geography: map making, Arizona

Zoology (human and animal)

Grade 5

Freehand geometric drawing, dynamic drawing

Culture of Ancient India, Persia, Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Greece

Greek mythology and early Greek history

Grammar: active/passive verbs, punctuation, syntax, subject/predicate

Writing: composition with emphasis on descriptions, book reports (oral and written), letter writing.

United States Geography

Botany

Decimals, fractions, mixed number, reciprocals

Subject Classes

In addition to a main lesson which incorporates art, music, movement, and culture into the morning’s work, students have subject classes with a specialty teacher. While some main lesson teachers also teach subjects, students will generally have different subject teachers for the rest of the day, before ending the day with cleanup and dismissal by their main lesson teacher. 

The subject classes at Desert Sky include: Spanish, German, Music, Games/ P.E., and Handwork. 

Foreign Languages

Spanish and German are taught starting in First Grade. Cultural appreciation and language instruction are brought through immersion with songs, games, and stories.

Handwork

Handwork is an integrated part of the Waldorf Curriculum. Skills such as knitting, crocheting, hand sewing, embroidery, cross-stitch, felting and doll-making are taught in grades one through five. The students develop manual dexterity, patience, and coordination, while developing appreciation for natural materials, design, and a personal sense of accomplishment. Handwork is also an important part of the Kindergarten day. 

Games / Physical Education

Movement classes are a part of the curriculum to develop strength, coordination, spatial awareness, and healthy cooperative and competitive play with others. Cooperative games begin in the early grades. Typical activities in Grades One through Four include: circle, ring, line, and singing games; jump rope, hopscotch; running, jumping, and throwing. In Fifth Grade, students begin tumbling, building human pyramids, and Greek sports (javelin, discus, shot put, high jump, and long jump). 

Music Program

Every student participates in music. Main lesson teachers as well as the Music teacher sing with the students.

In First Grade through Third Grade, the students play flutes and lyres.  The school supplies the instruments and the children are not expected to practice at home. If your child wishes to have an instrument to us at home, they can be ordered through the school store. 

In Fourth Grade, every student begins playing the violin, viola, or cello. The school has violins for use in school. Students may arrange to borrow a violin for practice at home, or families may rent instruments from local music stores.

Starting in Fifth Grade, students perform formally at least twice a year. 

It is recommended that students continue with the string instrument through Middle School (Grade 6 and up) or switch to a wind instrument (flute, clarinet, trumpet, or trombone). 

In addition to the music program during the school day, Desert Sky facilitates after school music classes. Currently, piano lessons and drum lessons are available. When there is interest, we also will support after school groups for Chorus, Percussion, Strings, and Orchestra.

Practical and Fine Arts

Each human is born with the desire to learn and create through watching and touching. With their main lesson teacher, students draw, paint with watercolors, and work with beeswax. Teachers bring other art activities where appropriate to the curriculum: calligraphy, block printing, clay modeling, basket making, weaving and woodworking. 

Sports Program

Desert Sky does not currently offer sports programs. Sports such as cross-country, basketball, and ultimate Frisbee will be offered starting in Sixth Grade (Middle School) when we have appropriate grounds for such activities.When there is interest, Desert School will support after school jump rope club, yoga classes, and other developmentally appropriate movement activities.

Snack, Lunch and Recess

All students at Desert Sky have two recesses a day – one after morning snack, and one after lunch. Recess provides for free play and for socializing. Students learn better when they have these ‘out-breaths’ of play during the day. Parents are  encouraged to bring students to school 15 minutes early for supervised play and socializing on the playground before main lesson begins. 

X. Events and Festivals

Assembly

End-of-month assembly is held after lunch on the last Friday of each month. The grades students gather for a special program (Kindergarteners join the assembly at the discretion of the Kindergarten teacher).  There may be a special guest presentation, a seasonal celebration, or the grades students may share something from their class. Parents are always invited to join us for assembly!

Calendar for 2009-2010  (see separate page)
Festival Schedule 2009-2010

	MONTH
	FESTIVAL
	Which grade is primarily responsible for organizing it?

	September
	Festival of Strength and Courage
	Fifth Grade 

	November
	Lantern Walk 
	First Grade  

	December
	Winter Garden of Light
	Kindergarten 

	February
	FaschingFest
	Third Grade 

	April
	Colombian Festival
	Fourth Grade 

	May
	May Festival 
	Second Grade 


Thanks to Parent Council for suggesting that each festival be primarily organized by the class parents and teacher for a single grade. Of course, all students and families are invited to prepare for and participate in each festival! 

The following six festivals are scheduled for 2009-2010, with further details to be developed by each class. 

The Festival of Strength and Courage marks the Autumn equinox, and is traditionally celebrated on September 29th. The story of St. George and the dragon reminds us to bravely tame, transform, or conquer our own challenges. In Year One of Desert Sky, the Festival of Strength and Courage included songs, a puppet play of St. George and the Dragon, and a lovely feast of hearty breads provided by parents.  In Year Two of Desert Sky, the Festival was marked by an all-school camping trip at Catalina State Park, including songs and stories around a bonfire. What would the Fifth Grade class like to do this year?

As days grow shorter, the Lantern Walk reminds us that we carry light through the darkness. Traditionally celebrated on November 10th, the Walk is often preceded by a simple supper of soup and bread. Other activities associated with the mood of the lantern walk, are to make and deliver a gift of bread to the hungry, and to collect warm coats and sweaters for the needy. The first grade class is invited to organize the activities, whether it involves an actual ‘walk’ or not. 

The Winter Garden of Light is celebrated in early December. As students walk through a spiral of evergreens, each lighting a candle, it is beautifully demonstrated that we are each part of one human family, in which each ‘light’ contributes. Traditionally, kindergarten and first graders participate in this festival. Last year, all students at Desert Sky participated, as well as adults, and this was well-received. The kindergarten class will be organizing the Winter Garden of Light. 

A festival in February! In Year One of Desert Sky, the February Festival was Chinese New Year organized by Kindergarten Parents. In Year Two, Candle-making was tentatively planned but did not happen. In Year Three, we started the tradition of a FaschingFest, the celebration of Mardi Gras or Carneval as found in Germany. The third grade class is tasked with shaping this festival for Desert Sky as German cultural festival of costume and humor! They may want to enlist the assistance of the German teacher for this one. 

In April, the Colombian Festival will return to Desert Sky, sponsored by the Fourth Grade class, to share the Colombian cultural heritage with dance, song, and delicious foods. Desert Sky is thankful to Colombian families of Tucson for participating in this festival! 

May Festival on May 1st is celebrated with songs, food, flower crowns, and dance around a maypole that has been distinctively ‘southwest’ in years past – an agave stalk with ribbons. Last year, the May pole was a tall pine tree trunk.  Second grade will sponsor the festival in the 2009-2010 school year. 

Other Celebrations at school!

Apple picking and pumpkin picking fieldtrips to local organic farms are anticipated in September and October, with crafts and cooking at school with the produce we bring back.
Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) is celebrated at Desert Sky. Families are asked to NOT bring candy or costumes to school for Halloween. Rather, students are invited to bring a photo, memento, or drawing of a loved one (human or animal) who is now gone, so that we can honor our relationships past and present.

Christmas, Rosh Hashannah, and other seasonal celebrations. Families are invited to speak with their class teacher about sharing their family traditions. Parents may want to bring special foods, special activities, or stories from the past. Desert Sky wants to facilitate respectful appreciation of all cultural heritages. 

Earth Day, Arbor Day, and Spring planting season will be marked as appropriate by planting, nature walks, and other activities in the classrooms, as arranged by teachers and parents. 

TV Turnoff Week is an international event in autumn and again in  late spring. Families who use screens (television, video, computer) are asked to turn them off for one week and see what happens. 

Invitation

Parent Council is invited to host two major fundraisers – one in the fall and one in the spring.  

In the past, there has been discussion of a craft fair… Handmade Waldorf-style crafts are fun to make and sell well as gifts.  Generally, schools have a craft fair either as a Harvest Festival or a Winter Craft Faire. Either could be accompanied by carnival-type booths / games and the sale of baked goods, cider, soup, etc. Outside vendors could be invited to sell crafts as well. Such a fundraiser would need to be advertised well, and well in advance. 

Desert Sky has had a Rummage Sale in the spring as a fundraiser, and could certainly continue that tradition. Other ideas for a spring fundraiser are a silent auction, or spaghetti dinner. A spring craft fair on the theme of May Festival is also a possibility – fairy wands, flower crowns, etc.
XI. What Can Parents Do To Support Desert Sky Community School?

Sleep

So that your child may get the full benefit of a Waldorf-inspired education, parents should ensure that their children get enough sleep. Regularity in the lives of children is important – regular bedtime and regular mealtime are essential.  Ask your class teacher if you have any questions concerning these maters. 

Monday

It is a good idea to plan your weekend activities so that you are home early on Sunday and your child can have a ‘recovery time.’ Your child cannot be alert and responsive on Monday morning when he or she has spent a full weekend of lively, stimulating, tiring activities and has had no time to recover. The lesson planned for Monday morning is crucial to all lessons taught the remainder of the week. Your child needs to ‘be there’ in body and mind for Monday morning’s lesson. 

Lunch and Snack

Please send nutrition snacks and lunches for your students. Kindergarteners need only bring a lunch. Remember that the school day is long and busy for the growing children and they need an ample amount of health food to sustain them through the day. Please do not send soda, candy, and caffeinated products (such as green tea). If your child will be staying after school, please provide a snack for after school. 

Birthday

A child’s birthday is a time for celebrating within the class. Every effort is made to celebrate the child’s birthday on that very special day, however, should the birthday fall on a weekend or during vacation time, arrangements should be made for a mutually convenient day.  Please speak with your child’s teacher before bringing a special snack to share with the class. Highly refined sugar products should be kept to a minimum. If birthday party invitations are brought school, all children in the class must be invited, and the invitations should be placed in the parent folders for distribution. 

School Supplies & Materials Fees
Teachers carefully plan and select appropriate supplies for each grade level. The contribution you make in Materials Fees provides the funding for your teachers to purchase supplies. The school provides most supplies. Your teacher will notify you of any extra supplies your child may need.  We will have violins available to rent, and a list of area music stores that rent or sell string instruments.

Field trips

Field trips are planned by the teachers to enrich the curriculum of each class. Volunteer parent drivers provide transportation. The teacher will provide permissions forms for each fieldtrip. All expenses are the responsibility of the parent. 

Enrollment

The healthy future of our school depends on vital enrollment: full enrollment is the most important form of long-range financial health for the school. Word of mouth from our present families remains the most effective means of increasing interest in our school. Please help the enrollment efforts of the school:

· Inform family and friends about our school. Bring prospective families to festivals and speakers, and invite them to contact the office and arrange to take a tour of the school.

· Write an article about a successful experience you or your child had at the school and submit it for the school newsletter or a local newspaper. 

· Visit and participate in our Facebook page

· Talk about Waldorf education to our neighbors, friends, and family members.  Some key descriptive phrases might be: ‘hands-on, direct experience’, developmental approach that nurtures the imagination,’ a creative approach where the actual process of learning is an art itself,’ develops each child’s special talents and gifts,’ ‘strong sense of community’, ‘stresses a high degree of parent involvement, and ‘close, long-term relationship with class teacher.’

· Get involved with community outreach activities, such as events at libraries, tabling at fairs, speaking to groups.  

· Build community by volunteering

· Attend the Parent Council meetings whenever possible.

Support teachers  

Help your child to be prepared for school, and to show respect for his or her teacher by being prompt each day.  Arrive on time or a little early with lunch, backpack, and homework completed. Attend parent meetings to learn how to help your child’s education and development. Attend parent-teacher conferences twice a year. If you need to speak with your child’s teacher, please make an appointment outside of instructional time. Pay materials fees; your teacher buys classroom supplies from the materials fees. 

Home environment

Provide a home environment conducive to learning: a quiet place to complete homework, adequate nutrition and rest, go for walks and play in nature, and limited exposure to media experiences during the school year. Communicate with teachers any significant happenings in your child’s lie that will impact his/her school experiences. When recommended, collaborate with teachers for tutor assistance or additional evaluations that may be necessary for the success of your child’s learning.

Ways of Giving to Desert Sky Community School 

Like thousands of parents around the world, you have chosen for your child an education inspired by Waldorf Pedagogy, and we ask that you actively support the work of your school. Every school is unique, but all schools are composed of interrelated groups: the board, the faculty, parents and students.

Since income from the state can only cover part of the full operating budget of any charter school, fundraising is essential to the health of educational institutions. In all schools, gift income finances part of the cost of educating each child. In addition, successful community fundraising, such as school Annual Giving Campaigns, tell potential donors that members of the community support the mission of the school. Knowing this, donors are more inclined to make a grant or give a gift. Every family benefits from successful fundraising! A variety of fundraising events are undertaken by parents and the board during the school year-  please respond as generously as you able.
*Tax Credit Donation

Arizona tax payers (even if they do not have a child enrolled at Desert Sky!) can redirect tax payments, up to $200.00 if filing their taxes singly, or $450.00 if filing jointly. For more information, please see Shelly Adrian in the office, or go to: desertskycommunityschool.org/taxcredit.pdf
*eScrip

Register your credit card at www.eScrip.com and percentage of your purchases at certain stores (such as Safeway) will automatically be donated to the school! This is a wonderful, hassle-free way to give that really adds up!

*Box Tops for Education

Simply snip out the ‘Boxtops’ label from your household products and bring the labels to the school! Items such as Kleenex, canned food and cereals have boxtop labels-  you may be surprised how many items are in your cupboard already.

*Cartridges for Kids

What should you do with those printer cartridges that are out of ink? Bring them to Desert Sky! Our school receives approximately $3 for each recycled cartridge. Drop them off at the office instead of throwing them away-  good for the school, great for the environment.

*Volunteer!

Would you be interested in being your child’s Class Parent? Or being a driver on school field trips? How about helping to fix some repairs in the classrooms, refilling water jugs, or just watering our flowers in the garden? There are endless opportunities to help at Desert Sky, and nothing sets a finer example for our children than seeing their parents offer a helping hand. 
XII. 
Communication and Grievance Process for Parents

XIII.
Resources
School Store

Affiliation and Membership

Suggested Reading on Waldorf Education and Parenting

Renewal: A Journal for Waldorf Education, published twice yearly by the Association of Waldorf Schools of North America (www.awsna.org)

Understanding Waldorf Education: Teaching from the Inside Out by Jack Petrash (2002)

Waldorf Education: A Family Guide, edited by Pamela Fenner

School as a Journey  by Torin Finser

Waldorf Education by Christopher Clouder and Martyn Rawson

Millennial Child: Transforming Education in the 21st Century by Eugene Schwartz

Beyond the Rainbow Bridge: Nurturing Our Children From Birth to Age Seven by Barbara J. Patterson & Pamela Bradley

You are Your Child’s First Teacher by Rahima Baldwin

Between Form and Freedom: A Practical Guide to the Teenage Years by Betty Staley

Natural Childhood: The First Practical and Holistic Guide for Parents of the Developing Child by John Thomson

Lifeways: Working With Family Questions by Gundrun Davy & Bons Voors

More Lifeways: Finding Support and Inspiration in Family Life by Signe Schaefer, Patti Smith & Gundrun Davy

Guide to Child Health by Michaela Glockler

Waldorf Parenting Handbook by Lois Cusick

Family, Festivals and Food by Judith Large

Creativity in Education, The Waldorf Approach by Rene Querido

Teaching as a Lively Art by Marjorie Spock

Education Towards Freedom by Joan and Siegfried Rudel 

Also Recommended:

In the Shelter of Each Other: Rebuilding Our Families by Mary Pipher

Heart of a Family: Searching America for New Traditions that Fulfill Us by Meg Cox

Raising a Daughter: Parents and the Awakening of a Healthy Woman by Jeanne & Don Elium
Everyday Blessings: The Inner Work of Mindful Parenting by Myla  and Jon Kabat-Zinn

Endangered Minds by Jane Healy, Ph.D.

The Hurried Child by David Elkind

Children Without Childhood by Marie Winn

Many of these titles are available in our school library and can be borrowed upon request.
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