From Pages 71-74 of the Parent Handbook

Desert Sky Community School Volunteers

There are lots of ways to support public Waldorf education in Tucson and Desert Sky
Community School, whether you are a parent, neighbor, or someone who loves gardening,
Waldorf, and art!

VOLUNTEERING IS VOLUNTARY

As arule of thumb, we suggest that Desert Sky families contribute at least two hours a
month of time and talent to support Desert Sky.

YOU ARE APPRECIATED

We ask that you record in the Volunteer Log all the hours you volunteer. This helps us know
the true human value of the school’s work. Please also list the value of in-kind donations to
the school (for example, $10 of tissues during cold season!). The amount of time and
donations are tallied up for use in grant-writing to demonstrate the support the school
already receives.

MANY HANDS, HEARTS, & MINDS MAKE LIGHT WORK

Everyone can make a difference, and no one goes it alone. Board members are volunteers
that head up committees of parent and community members. Parent Association chairs
are volunteers who work with the room parents of each class. The Room parent keeps all
the parents in their class informed as to volunteer opportunities. There are ongoing
volunteer roles, such as chicken tending and water fairies. There are work parties and
clean-up of the Arcadia Wash. Usually, no experience is needed, just show up. Volunteers
are also needed for big events (like Weihnachtsmarkt, or building a fence).

THE VOLUNTEER LADDER



New to the school? Come to Parent Association, come to a committee meeting,
attend parent conferences with the teacher, come to work parties, and ask your
room parent what’s needed!

Desert Sky family Now that you are involved with Desert Sky, consider making a
commitment to attend Parent Association regularly so you can invite others to join
committees, socials, and work parties. Tell your friends and neighbors about this
school! Consider saying “yes” if your teacher asks you to be the Room Parent!

Room Parents, Ambassadors, Coordinators! Volunteers who get others involved
in volunteering! Take up responsibility for the growing needs of the school and you
may be asked to be a board member.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

1. Flower Fairies
Bring flowers for the classroom. See your Room parent for details.
2. Classroom helpers

Help in your child’s class during a craft project, reading time, or gardening. Let your
teacher know if you have a talent or interest for helping in the classroom as a special
guest. To volunteer in the classroom on a regular basis, see Zoraida Gonzalez about
a Fingerprint Clearance Card.

3. School Photographer

Per our School Photo policy, a volunteer photographs and/or videorecords school
plays, festivals, and performances. Professional experience appreciated! Please see
Zoraida Gonzalez.

4. Festival Support

The Faculty appreciates parent support with festivals! Volunteers are to serve lemon
water and popcorn, help with classroom crafts, and set up festival props (eg. May
Pole). Faculty and Administration make specific requests through Parent
Association.

5. Faculty Snacks & Appreciation



The Faculty meet every Thursday afterschool for two hours to work collaboratively.
In appreciation, Parent Association arranges for faculty snacks on this long day! See
Parent Association, or your room parent to volunteer.

6. Little Free Library

The school would like to have a ‘take a book, leave a book’ exchange kiosk — see
http://www.LittleFreeLibrary.org for more information. Constructed by parent Robert
Robles, our beautiful little libraries are located indoors. Ms. Adrian seeks a parent
volunteer (or two) to supervise the Libraries afterschool on Fridays and maybe other
days too!

7. La Tienda school store

At present, the school store is open by appointment and at the St Philip’s Farmers
Market some Sundays. See Zoraida Gonzalez to volunteer to open the store on
Fridays afterschool.

8. Garden

School parents needed to volunteer in the garden with the Gardener or the
Gardening teacher -- during school hours or outside of school hours. If you’ve got
ideas for improving our grounds, or just want to putter and pull weeds, or something
in between... Please Contact Zoraida Gonzalez if you are interested!

9. Maintenance & Grounds

Your expertise and enthusiasm as plumber, electrician, contractor, painter,
landscaper, and handyman is sought! If It seems there are always small repairs as
well as bigger projects in the works. See Zoraida Gonzalez or send an email to
administrator@desertskycommunityschool.org to be contacted about specific
needs.

10. Development Committee

The DSCS Board is responsible for the financial health of the school, and our school
budget depends on fundraising. The Development Committee has two major
campaigns each year: the Tax Credit Campaign in the Fall, and the Annual Giving
Campaign in the Spring. You can help: distribute flyers, pen blurbs for the newsletter
& email families and friends, brainstorm with room parents on getting parents
involved, & make, write, and send beautiful thank you notes with the receipts.
Contact Zoraida Gonzalez to help Erich Saphir with the Tax Credit Campaign, or
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Vicky Westover with the Annual Giving Campaign. Contact Vicky Westover with
fundraising ideas!

11. Enrollment, Marketing & Outreach Committee

The DSCS Board is responsible for the financial health of the school, and the largest
income item in our budget is the funding we receive from the State of Arizona for
student enrollment. Healthy enrollment not only is financially healthy, it builds our
community and our future. The Board’s committee on Enrollment, Marketing, and
Outreach is tasked to increase enrollment and promote a positive image through
community involvement. To assist with Open Houses & other events, and other work
of this committee, contact Zoraida Gonzalez.

12. Weihnachtsmarkt, a Winter Market

Our biggest fundraising event of the year is Weihnachtsmarkt, a German-style
Winter market, with artisan booths, performances, make&take crafts, a silent
auction, carriage rides, soup, sweets, and hot beverages in our signature mug! The
board’s Weihnachtsmarkt Committee begins planning in May for this December
event. See Weihnachtsmarkt chair Erich Saphir or Administrator Zoraida Gonzalez
to get involved! Room parents, teachers, and friends of the school make this event
happen. It’s not just a fundraiser, it’s an outdoor party!

13. Master Planning Committee

The board’s Master Plan committee facilitated by Architect Cathy Rex, oversees
campus development and planning for the long-term. For maximum effectiveness,
volunteers are asked to make a year-long commitment to attending these meetings.
Please contact Cathy Rex if you would like to find out more.

14. School Safety Team & Wellness Committee

The Administrator chairs a monthly meeting to promote a culture of safety and
health for students, staff, and community. Please contact Administrator, Zoraida
Gonzalez to be involved.

15. Arcadia Wash Clean Up

A way to give back to our neighborhood as well as improve our own environment.
Tucson Clean and Beautiful provides the gloves, bags, and litter grabbers for this
work group. Contact Zoraida Gonzalez to volunteer.

16. Website & Info Tech



If social media is your thing, or you have a knack for fixing computer issues, please
let us know! Contact Zoraida Gonzalez.

Not (yet) a school family? Grandparents, neighbors, and friends can also volunteer! See
Shelly to get started. Classroom volunteers need to have a valid IVF Fingerprint Clearance
Card.



