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Desert Sky Community School 
 
 

 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
Thank you for choosing to become part of the Desert Sky community. It is a 
choice that requires a great deal of commitment and also one that we believe 
you will find deeply rewarding. The purpose of this handbook is to provide 
you with useful information and to articulate the values that make our school 
a special place. It also highlights specific responsibilities of the school, 
teachers, parents and students, and reviews important information, such as 
school policies. 
 
Please read this handbook carefully and sign and return the Parent 
Acknowledgement to the School Office.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
The Teachers and Staff of Desert Sky Community School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The healthy social life is found 
when in the mirror of each human soul 

the whole community finds its reflection, and 
when in the community the virtue of each one is living. 

 
Dr. Rudolf Steiner 
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I.​ About Desert Sky Community School 
 

Founding of Desert Sky  
 
The impetus for Desert Sky Community School was a small group of parents and 

community members who wanted Waldorf education to be accessible to Tucson families 
regardless of income level.  Initially working within the Tucson Waldorf School, the group 
gained momentum from previous interest in Waldorf-inspired charter schools. When the 
Tucson Waldorf School chose to remain an independent (privately funded) school, the 
Desert Sky’s founders applied to the state of Arizona to start a separate school inspired by 
Waldorf education, a charter (publicly funded) school. 

In January 2006, the charter was approved. With hard work and diligence, a site 
was found, teachers and administrators hired, and students enrolled. The group 
successfully applied for a Start-up Grant from the U.S. Department of Education 
Office of Innovation to assist in opening a new school. Desert Sky Community School 
opened for Kindergarten through Third Grade in August 2006.  

The primary purpose of Desert Sky Community School is to educate children 
through experiential learning, including the arts and storytelling. With a 
developmental approach to the whole child, we address the different needs of 
different children. The school strives to be an aesthetically rich environment as well 
as a safe space for development as a whole person.  

 By 2012, with generous community support, Desert Sky had moved to the 
current location on Arcadia Avenue, between a public park and the Arcadia Wash.  

 
Mission Statement 

 
The mission of the not-for-profit Desert Sky Community School is to support and provide 
universal access to learning guided by the core principles of public Waldorf Education.  DSCS 
educates and inspires children to think, feel, and act with depth, imagination, and purpose.  
We encourage community engagement in the growth and development of the school. 

 
Core Tenets 

 
As a school guided by the principles of Waldorf Education, Desert Sky Community School is a 
member of the Alliance for Public Waldorf Education (APWE) and embraces the following 
core tenets and practices:  
 

●​ Waldorf-inspired curriculum and teaching practices based on a common picture of 
child and human development as articulated by Rudolf Steiner.  

●​ Support for teachers and the parent community in their striving to understand the 
pedagogy and developmental theory that are at the foundation of the school. 

●​ Highly effective teachers with both formal Waldorf teacher training and public school 
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teaching credentials.  
●​ Commitment to developmentally appropriate high academic standards informed by 

state student achievement standards. 
●​ Ongoing professional reflection on teaching and governance practices, working 

toward constant renewal of Waldorf pedagogy 
●​ An articulated and inclusive approach to school governance that involves teachers, 

administration, and parents as reflected in the school policies and procedures.  
●​ As part of the public education system, support for universal access to classrooms. 
●​ The promotion and creation of culturally rich and meaningful community life that 

supports healthy childhood. 
For more information about the seven principles of public Waldorf education, please visit 
Alliance for Public Waldorf Education at http://www.allianceforpublicwaldorfeducation.org/ 

 
Values              

 
Foundational work on the core values of Desert Sky Community School occurred in a 
workshop in May 2008, with participation of all Faculty and Board members. While 
we discussed many aspects of school and community, the themes and thoughts that 
came up again and again, from one person to the next, are central to our identity as 
a school. These foundational values are:  

 
Community as our connection both within the school and beyond the campus as our 
connection with family, friends, neighbors, and colleagues, expressed in how we feel 
and act toward one another.  

 
The inner growth of all of the members of our community (students, parents, 
teachers and volunteers) which bears clarity, calm, and equanimity in the shared 
responsibility and working together of Faculty, Board, and Parent Association. 
 
Strategic Plan   
 
Across the 2013-2014 school year, the Board and Faculty worked together in an Appreciative 
Inquiry process to develop a clear statement of the school’s values and goals. The 5-year 
Desert Sky Strategic Plan (2014) is available at the school office.  
 
This year 2023-2024, the DSCS Board will begin work on a new Strategic plan to correspond 
with our charter renewal.  
 
 

School Responsibilities 
 

Maintain a beautiful, safe environment. 
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Offer a Waldorf program that meets and exceeds Arizona State Standards for Career 
and College Readiness, and prepares all children for successful passage to higher 
levels of education. 

Respect and value the diversity of students, their families and staff members. 

See each child and family as unique. 

Provide many opportunities for parent involvement. 

Acknowledge and appreciate volunteer efforts. 

Uphold clear and consistent policies in all aspects of school life. 

Keep open financial records. 

Support continuing parent and staff education. 

Conduct regular reviews of all functions so as to learn from experience and be 
constantly improving. 

Schedule ongoing forums for discussion of community issues. 

 

Teacher Responsibilities 
 
Be a daily example of a life-long learner. 

Promote a superior level of academic achievement through attention to the 
uniqueness of each child. 

Create a beautiful, ordered, peaceful classroom. 

Hold at least two parent-teacher conferences each year and maintain open lines of 
communication with parents and children throughout the year. 

Host regular parent evenings and send home regular written communication to 
parents describing classroom work. 

Document on-going assessment of each child’s progress. 

Act as a model to resolve conflict peacefully and help children to learn to do the 
same. 

Work closely with other teachers to provide a consistent, supportive environment for 
students. 

Continually deepen their understanding of Waldorf education and child 
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development. 

Embrace the opportunity to bring Waldorf education into the public sector. 

Participate in the school’s training, mentoring and evaluation programs. 

 
 

Parent Responsibilities 
 
Provide adequate rest, nutrition and health care so that children come to school 
ready to learn. 

Bring children to school on time and attend regularly. There are 180 days of school 
each year, all are important for learning. 

Support policies set forth in the Parent Handbook. 

Help children learn to take responsibility for homework. 

Make sure children have time to play and relax after school so they can be ready to 
learn again the next day. 

Attend all parent-teacher conferences and parent evenings and learn more about 
Waldorf education. 

Participate in the life of school by volunteering, attending workdays and attending 
festivals. 

Take responsibility for TV, radio, video and computer use in your home, and strive to 
limit these in accordance with guidelines in the Parent Handbook. 

Show respect for children, teachers, the school and all other parents. 

Bring any classroom concerns directly to the teacher. 

Bring any general concerns directly to the administrative office. 

Commit to becoming an active participant in finding solutions to any difficulties that 
arise. 

We ask that parents play a major role in supporting the school’s mission, both 
morally and financially. The ideal for any school is that individuals take responsibility 
for the whole by contributing as much as they are able on their own initiative. 
Parental support of the life of the school with their time and talent is essential. 
Parent volunteers enrich the school in many ways: by helping in the classroom; by 
serving on committees; by participating in fundraising and cultural events; by 
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providing expertise in practical areas; helping to increase enrollment; and donating 
everyday items. We know that your time is valuable, and we appreciate all of the 
support you can give, no matter how minor it may seem to you. 

 

Student Responsibilities 
Always make the best effort possible. 

Be kind and helpful with classmates. 

Seek out an adult if in need of help or aware of another child in need of help. 

Stand up for what is right. 

Attend school regularly and be on time. 

Come to school prepared with homework and supplies. 

Work to resolve conflicts in peaceful ways. 

Respect people’s differences. 

Show respect for self, other people, animals and property. 

Help keep the school clean and beautiful. 

Accept responsibility and consequences for our actions. 

Dress in accordance with the school’s dress code. 
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II.​ Organizational Structure and Governance 
 

DSCS Board of Directors 
The Desert Sky School Governing Board and the Non-Profit Board of Desert Sky Community 
School are one and the same, called the DSCS Board of Directors. The Board is composed of 
at least three, and no more than nine, board members. The role of the Board is financial and 
legal oversight of the school. Board membership is a volunteer (unpaid) position, and carries 
the duty of abiding by Open Meeting Law.   

 

Administration 
The Administration includes an Administrator, Administrative Support, and Federal Programs 
Director.  Administration oversees the day-to-day operations of the school, implements 
Board policy, and provides the Board guidance and data for oversight. The Administration 
also serves as community liaison, facilitates communication and conflict resolution within 
the individuals of the school community, and is responsible to the State for accountability 
and compliance issues. 
 

Faculty  
The Faculty meets regularly to consider pedagogical issues, engage in professional 
development, and continually strive to provide a quality Waldorf education for the students 
of Desert Sky. They are responsible for student achievement, classroom practice, and 
implementing Waldorf curriculum.  The Faculty teach Kindergarten and Main Lesson.  
Part-time teachers and staff bring specialty classes and academic support services. 
 

Parent Association 
All school parents & legal guardians are members of Desert Sky’s Parent Association. The 
Parent Association meets at least monthly -- while  all parents are invited to attend, 
designated room parents are expected to attend the meetings and then communicate the 
work of Parent Association with the rest of the parents in each grade. The Parent 
Association’s mission is to build a strong community for families, to inspire volunteerism and 
active involvement in the life of the school. The Association is key in various areas such as 
volunteer coordination, fundraising, animal care & gardening, and all-school socials. 
 

Coordination between the realms 
Clear and consistent communication between the realms supports a smoothly operation 
organization that not only meets current needs, but also responds to the developmental 
needs of the school.  The Administration meets monthly with the Board, and weekly as 
Leadership Team composed of Administration & Faculty Representatives, regarding 
curricular alignment, evaluation and support of quality instructional practice, and other 
pedagogical issues. The Faculty meets weekly as a whole, and individual faculty members 
are liaisons to both the Board and the Parent Association.  In addition to Parent 
Association’s monthly meetings attended by Faculty representatives, the Parent Association 
leadership meets monthly with an Administrator regarding the implementation of school 
policies, and the coordination of parent volunteer efforts inside and outside the classroom. 
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ESSA Parent and Family Engagement Policy  
Statement of Purpose  
Desert Sky Community School (DSCS) is committed to providing quality education to every 
student. Partnerships with parents, family members, and the community are essential to this 
goal as neither home nor school can achieve this goal independently. We believe in the 
importance of working together to positively impact the academic growth, character growth, 
and development of every child. Everyone gains if school and home work together to 
promote high student achievement. Parents and family members play an important role as 
their children’s first teachers, and their support is critical to their children’s success. Although 
the responsibility of making decisions of school policy belongs to the Governing Board and 
Administrator, families are involved on an individual level and through organized parent 
groups. We recognize that an even partnership between school and home sets each scholar 
up for success by garnering family support of our school and reinforcement in the home for 
the school’s activities and expectations.  
Desert Sky Community School agrees to implement the following statutory 
requirements:  

▪ The school will put into operation programs, activities, and procedures for the 
involvement of parents in all of its schools with Title I, Part A programs, consistent 
with section 1116 of the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA). Those programs, 
activities, and procedures are planned and operated with meaningful consultation 
with the parents of participant children.  
▪ Consistent with section 1116, the school will work to ensure that the required 
parental involvement policies meet the requirements of section 1116(b) of the ESSA, 
and each include, as a component, a school-parent compact consistent with section 
1116(d) of the ESSA.  
▪ The school will incorporate this parental involvement policy into its LEA plan 
developed under section 1112 of the ESSA. In carrying out the Title I, Part A parental 
involvement requirements, to the extent possible, the school will provide full 
opportunities for the participation of parents with limited English proficiency, parents 
with disabilities, and parents of migratory children, including providing information 
and school reports required under ESSA in an understandable and uniform format 
and, including alternative formats upon request, and, to the extent practicable, in a 
language parents understand.  
▪ If the LEA plan for Title I, Part A, developed under section 1112 of the ESSA, is not 
satisfactory to the parents of participant children, the school district will submit any 
parent comments with the plan when the school submits the plan to the State 
Department of Education.  
▪ The school will involve the parents of children served in Title I, Part A schools in 
decisions about how the one percent of Title I, Part A funds reserved for parental 
involvement is spent, and will ensure that not less than 95 percent of the one percent 
reserved goes directly to the schools.  
▪ The school is governed by the following statutory denial of parental involvement, 
and expects that its Title I schools will carry out programs, activities, and procedures 
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in accordance with this definition: Parental involvement means the partition of 
parents in regular, two-way, and meaningful communication involving student 
academic learning and other school actives, including ensuring— 
➔​ that parents play an integral role in assisting their child’s learning;  
➔​ that parents are encouraged to be actively involved in their child’s education 

at school;  
➔​ that parents are full partners in their child’s education and are included, as 

appropriate, in decision-making and on advisory committees to assist in the 
education of their child;  

➔​ the carrying out of other activities, such as those described in section 1116 of 
the ESSA. 

Develop Jointly  
Desert Sky Community School (DSCS) will develop an annual Site-Based Decision-Making 
Committee (SBDM) to assist with the annual family engagement efforts. The DSCS 
Site-Based Decision-Making Committee will be comprised of parents, members of the 
community, teachers, operations staff and school administration. This committee will review 
annually the ESSA Parent and Family Engagement Policy and revise it as necessary. The 
Title I principal, with input from the school SBDM committee, will make recommendations as 
necessary to revisions of the district policy.  
Build Capacity of School  
DSCS will provide coordination, technical assistance, and other necessary support to assist 
and build the capacity for our Title I, Part A school in planning and implementing effective 
parent and family engagement activities to improve student academic achievement and 
school performance. The school principal and administrative staff will provide support and 
training to teachers and staff to promote parent and family engagement opportunities.  
Coordinate Services  
DSCS will coordinate and integrate parent and family engagement strategies, to the extent 
feasible and appropriate, with other federal, state and local laws and programs.  
Annual Evaluation  
DSCS will assess the needs of the parents and children in the school community using a 
variety of tools including a survey questionnaire. The findings will be used to revise the Title I 
program to meet the current needs. Workshops or other training will be made available to 
educators and parents to address these needs. Parents will be notified about training 
opportunities.  
The SBDM committee will review and evaluate all aspects of the parent and family 
engagement program. Parents will be asked for their input on the content and effectiveness 
of the Title I parent and family engagement programs through an annual evaluation of the 
Title I Program. The evaluation will include an assessment of overall parent and family 
engagement and identify barriers to parent and family participation that still need to be 
overcome, the needs of parents and family members to assist with the learning, and 
strategies to support successful school and family interactions. The community will be 
consulted in the design, development and implementation of the Title I program. Each year 
DSCS will assess the needs of parents and children in the community through a variety of 
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measures, including parental suggestions. The school will welcome and receive 
recommendations about the Title I program.  
Design Evidence-Based Strategies  
Desert Sky Community School through its Comprehensive Needs Assessment and 
Integrated Acon Plan process will use the findings of the annual evaluation to design and 
incorporate objectives that will lead to more effective parental involvement. The SBDM 
committee will annually review the School’s Parent and Family Engagement Policy based on 
the results of an annual review.  
Involve Parents in Activities  
Parents can become involved in their children’s education through a variety of ways. DSCS 
values both the at-home contributions of parents and those that take place at the school or 
in the community. Reading to children at home and talking with them at family meals or other 
family outings are as important as volunteering at school and serving on advisory 
committees. Many types of parent and family engagement are needed in 
school-home-community partnerships to help all children succeed. DSCS will offer many 
opportunities for parent and family engagement in the school including, but not limited to the 
following:  
• Parents may contribute through volunteer programs;  
• Parents may attend initial Teacher Meeting/ Family Orientation;  
• Parents may participate by attending school meetings at a variety of times;  
• Parents may participate in curriculum nights;  
• Parents are invited to serve on committees;  
• Parents are invited to attend parent/teacher conferences;  
• Parents are surveyed to get their input about school.  
Parents will be informed on school activities through various avenues of communication 
throughout the school year. Websites, newsletters, teacher notes, the school marquee, 
conferences, personal contacts, phone calls/text messages, emails, Class Dojo, and written 
notices will be used to establish and maintain open lines of communication with parents. 
Desert Sky Community School will welcome and respond to efforts by parents to 
communicate with the school.  
Parental Involvement Statement of Commitment (Compact):  
The Executive Director shall develop a Parental Involvement Compact according to Title I 
requirements, that is presented to families during the initial home visit. The Parental 
Involvement Compact shall contain:  
▪ The expectations for parental involvement;  
▪ Specific strategies for elective parent involvement activities to improve student academic 
achievement and school performance; and ​
▪ A process for continually involving parents/guardians in its development and 
implementaon;  
▪ How parents/guardians, the entire school staff, and students share the responsibility for 
improved student academic achievement;  
▪ The means by which the school and parents/guardians build and develop a partnership to 
help children achieve the state's high standards; and  

18 
 



▪ Other provisions as required by federal law.  
At each parent conference, teachers walk through all performance metrics with parents (we 
have translators in each classroom). Each teacher has the data specific to each student. 
Additionally, we offer four family nights (at various times) to make sure all parents 
understand the curriculum and give tips on what they can do at home. The Administrator 
shall ensure that the Compact is distributed to parents/guardians of students receiving 
services, or enrolled in programs, under Title I.  
  
 

The Organizational chart (see next page) shows the primary lines of formal communication.  
 
2024-2025 
 
Board Members 
Cathy Rex, President 
Matt Roll, Vice President 
Erich Saphir, Secretary 
 
 
Administration​  
Zoraida Gonzalez, Administrator 
Celina Jaramillo, Administrative Asssistant 
 
  
 
Faculty 
Krista Retes,Kindergarten Teacher 
Jackie Murillo, Kindergarten Assistant 
Suzi Arnold, Grade One & Two Teacher  
Shane Harkins, Grade Three & Four & Five Teacher 
Spanish 
Garden  
Movement Teacher 
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III. Attendance​  

School Hours 
School begins at 8:00am, Monday through Friday.  
Dismissal at 2:30pm for Kindergarteners. 
Dismissal at 2:45 for Grades Students. 
The school office is open 7:30am to 3:15pm, Monday through Friday, on school days. 
Office hours vary during holiday and summer breaks; see the school newsletter and/or 
website for updates. 

Arrival at School start 
Many families arrive before school and play in Pinecrest Park across the street.  It is helpful 
for children to arrive early so they can socialize before starting their school day. Please make 
sure that you or another adult supervises your child before school until students enter the 
play yard or kinder yard at 8 am to greet their teachers and start the day.  Once the gate is 
closed, the day has begun, and late arrivals must check in at the school office (see Late 
Arrival).  
 
Kindergarten parents are asked to walk their student to the gate at school arrival (or to the 
office if arriving late). Parents of grades students may park along Arcadia Avenue to drop off 
grades students as the gate opens. Please be mindful of the traffic, bicycles, and 
pedestrians.  
Consider parking further from campus and walking through the park with your student. 
Cross the street carefully. 

Breakfast -- Early arrival, before 8am 
School breakfast is available to all students. The National School Lunch and Breakfast 
Program has returned to pre-COVID pricing, and is no longer 'free for everyone.'  Our 
breakfasts and lunches are brought to campus depending on how many we order the week 
before. If you would like your child to have lunch or breakfast at school, please email 
communications@desertkskycommunityschool.org  with which meals and which days you 
would like your child to participate. Please complete the Household Application once for the 
whole year!  The information you provide on the Household Application determines if your 
child is eligible for free meals, or reduced-price meals, or if the parent will be required to 
pay at the front office for meals.  All meal arrangements must be made at the school office, 
so we can place the order for 'next week's meals' every Wednesday.  If your student is not 
eligible for free meals, your meal order must be prepaid to confirm the meal order. Payment 
can be made by the parent at the school office in cash or check, or credit card. Thank you! 
 
Students are welcome to arrive as early as 7:30 am at the breakfast area. The breakfast 
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teacher will supervise breakfast students until school begins.  
 
Students who arrive between 7:55a and 8a will not have sufficient time to eat a full 
breakfast, however, they may grab breakfast items on the way to class to eat later. 
 

Breakfast drop off begins at 7:30 am. Only students who are signed up for breakfast may 

be dropped off before 7:55 am. The breakfast server has breakfasts for them and will 

supervise them until 7:55 am when they go to their teacher.  If the child's name is not on the 

Breakfast list, they are not signed up for breakfast and may not be dropped off before 7:55 

am. If you have any questions about getting on the breakfast list, please contact 

communications@desertskycommunityschool.org. To order breakfast, the family must 

complete the Household Application - one per family per year -to determine if the breakfast 

is free, or reduced cost, or if the parent will pay at the office for breakfast the week before 

the child is participating in breakfast. Thank you! 

 

Morning Drop Off begins at 7:55 am at the Front Gate. Please bring or send your child to 

line up at the Kindergarten gate or Grades gate where their teacher welcomes them in the 

gate. There is no supervision for students before 7:55 am. Please do not drop off your 

student before 7:55 am. At your convenience, you may wait with your child in the front yard 

with your student until they line up at 7:55 am - there is a shady picnic table where you may 

sit. Please do not ask the Breakfast Server or Teachers to watch your child in the front yard. 

Thank you! 

Departure & Dismissal Loop 
Students are brought outside by their teacher at the end of the day when they are ready for 
pick-up. Kindergarteners are ready at 2:30pm. Grades students are dismissed between 2:30 
and 3pm.  
For safety, students will be picked up one at a time from the pedestrian gate on Arcadia Ave.  
Parents may drive along the curbs for the dismissal loop. Please stay in your car and pull 
forward. A teacher or staff will send your student to your car. Drive carefully! 
 
If you choose to park and walk up for dismissal, please park on the street by Pinecrest Park.  
 
Please refrain from speaking about your child to the teacher in front of other parents and 
children. If you need to speak with your teachers, call or email her for a conference, or touch 
in with her after the last child is picked up.  
 
For your child’s safety, it is our policy to dismiss a child only to the parent or adult listed on 
their Emergency Contact card (“blue card”).  Any change in the usual pick-up procedure 
should be communicated in advance in writing to your class teacher, or in an emergency, by 
calling the school office, (520) 745-3888. 
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Students who are not picked up by 3pm, will be taken to the Front Office. First, their parents 
will be called, and then the other adults on the student’s Emergency Card, until we find 
someone who can pick up your child. A parent meeting will be required after the third time 
the student is picked up late.    
 

Parking Lot 
For safety, the parking lot is locked after the teacher arrive on campus and children are not 
allowed in the parking lot without an adult.  

Attendance 
At Desert Sky Community School, standards, curriculum, and instruction are purposefully 
linked to ensure that all students have the opportunity to meet high levels of excellence. 
Arizona Academic Standards are clearly defined skills and knowledge that all students are 
expected to learn at each specified grade level in each specified content area. Standards set 
the focus and essentially define WHAT must be learned by all students. Curriculum and 
instruction define HOW the standards will be taught and are established at the LEA level. An 
aligned curriculum ensures that all resources, materials, instructional practices, and 
assessments reflect the requirements of the state standards. Thoughtful development, 
careful oversight, and ongoing evaluation are the hallmarks of an aligned, relevant, and 
locally responsive curriculum. The delivery of evidence-based instructional strategies in the 
classroom directly reflect the locally adopted curriculum, ensuring that all students have full 
access to a guaranteed and viable curriculum that prepares them for college and a career. 
The curriculum is created to promote an unfolding of the day, the week, and the year in a 
rhythmical movement that allows learning to take place in a balanced way. Waldorf 
curriculum is brought in a three-day rhythm to gently and creatively introduce the material 
-- missing even one day is a gap in the rhythm and interrupts the learning process. By 
promoting regular attendance, we allow the children to experience what has been designed 
for them. 
 
For the child’s protection, parents are required to call the school office or message through 
ParentSquare the same day their child is absent from school, unless they have notified the 
front office in advance in writing.   Please schedule appointments outside of school hours.   
 
Regular attendance and being on time are two things that help students have a good attitude toward 

school. The parent/guardian is charged with the responsibility for his/her child’s attendance at 

school. (A.R.S. 15-802, policy section 5.1.1)  

 

The Desert Sky Community School academic day begins promptly at 8:00 AM. Students are expected 

to be in their seats ready to learn when the school day starts at the beginning of each day, after each 

passing period, and after snack and lunch. 
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Our drop-off gate is opened no later than 7:50 AM every morning. If a student arrives after the 

schoolwide morning circle they must be signed in through the front office and are marked as tardy 

 

Late Arrival/Tardy 
Arriving late may affect the child’s day adversely, and is disruptive to the class in general. 
If you arrive at school late (after students have gone in at the gate at 8am), please park your 
car and accompany your child to the school office to sign them into the green binder.  
 
Recurring late arrival is a serious issue that affects academic achievement and the harmony 
of the classroom. Tardy students will likely have homework or required tutoring to make up 
the material they have missed by being late to school.  After 5 tardies, a meeting will be set 
up with parents, the class teacher, and the Administrator to address the concern. 
 
A student who arrives at school after the school day begins will be considered tardy, the parent must 

accompany the student to the office to be signed in as tardy.  Tardy students need to report to the 

front office to be signed is as arrived. Students who arrive at school after the start of the day must be 

signed in by a parent or authorized adult. 

 

If the school is not notified before 10 am of an absence, a call is made to check on the student’s 

attendance, and the reason he/she is absent. Absences and tardiness are upsetting for students. 

Both disrupt their schedules, require readjustment to the class routine, and slow down learning. 

Students should be in class every day unless they are ill.  

 

Early Departures/Leaving Early (pick up before dismissal 

time)  
Please try to schedule appointments and transportation so that students remain at school a 
full day. If you must pick up your student early from school, please notify the office as soon 
as possible, and also give an email, text, or note to your child’s teacher when possible. If the 
teacher knows a child is leaving early, she will not have him or her start an activity that 
would be difficult to leave in the midst of.  Do specify the time you will be at the office so we 
can have your child waiting for you there.  
 
At the school office, the parent signs out the student in the green binder. If the office staff 
has not already retrieved the student, they will do so upon your arrival.  Students may not 
sign themselves out EXCEPT students in Grade 5 with written  parent permission (please see 
School Office). 
 
For the purposes of our attendance system, an “early release” is equivalent to a “tardy.” 

On a typical day, parents can pick up their students at 2:45 (when our pickup gates open).  
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Kindergarten students are released at 2:30pm 
Grades students are released from their final class of the day at 2:45. 

If your child is to leave early during school hours, the person picking up the student must be listed as 

an emergency contact and show a valid picture ID. If a parent checks out their student early through 

the front office, it is automatically counted as an early release. We are unable to excuse students 

early based on a note or telephone call from parents. For the safety and protection of all children, 

students are not allowed to leave their classrooms before our regular dismissal time without the 

emergency contact personally signing the child out. When taking students from school early, please 

keep disruptions to a minimum since this is instructional time. A student who is signed out early has 

an “early release” note added to their attendance.  

To maintain the fidelity of the learning environment inside of each classroom, four tardies and/or 

early release days will be counted as one absence when considering the consequences of poor 

attendance. Given that early releases could result in an attendance warning or even a grade 

demotion or retention, Desert Sky Community School strongly discourages removing a child from 

school early unless it is absolutely necessary. 

 

Early departures and tardies are also considered absences and will be considered excused or 

unexcused based on the same criteria used for full-day absences.  

●​ Early Departure:  

○​ Any incident of a student leaving before the end of that student’s school day will be 

considered an early departure and recorded as such.  

●​ Tardies: 

○​  Any student arriving after the 8:00 AM bell, or to any class after the bell for that 

class has rung, will be considered tardy and be recorded as such. 

To maintain the fidelity of the learning environment inside of each classroom, four tardies and/or 

early release days will be counted as one absence when considering the consequences of poor 

attendance. 

 

Student Attendance 
The right and privilege of attending public schools carries with it certain responsibilities on the part 

of both the parents and students. Parents and students must recognize the direct relationship that 

exists between academic success and regular school attendance, please work with Desert Sky 

Community School to ensure your child attends school daily. Absences, tardiness, and early 

departures disrupt the flow of learning for the entire class. 

 

Procedure for Reporting Absences 
If a student must miss class time, parents must notify the school as soon as possible by calling the 

school or sending an email to the Front Office or message through ParentSquare. Parents or 

guardians are required to call the school or provide notes to explain absences.  
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The school must be notified as soon as possible if a student will be absent or tardy. Please call the 

front office (520-745-3888) or email communications@desertskycommunityschool.org  if your child 

will be absent.  

Your message should include: 

●​ your name,  

●​ the child’s name,  

●​ classroom teacher,  

●​ date(s) of absence, and  

●​ a reason for the absence.   

An early call to the school will save time and help protect your child.  

Documentation must be provided within 24 hours of a student’s return to class. Failure to verify an 

absence within one school day will result in the absence remaining unexcused.  

An administrator may accept a documented absence (excused) for an unforeseen circumstance if 

presented within 72 hours.  
 

Absence 
One of the most important things you can do as a parent is to ensure that your child attends 
school regularly and arrives on time daily. Attendance is a critical element of your child’s 
education and has a significant impact on social well-being and achievement. Frequent 
tardies are not only detrimental to the student who is late but disrupt the entire class. 
Significant absence (more than 10 days in the school year)  may also be cause for retention. 
An absence rate of ten percent (ie, 18 days absent in the whole school year) whether 
excused or not excused does require a parent meeting with administration to discuss 
retention.  
 
 It is the expectation of Desert Sky that parents be strong partners in the area of absence. 
 
In accordance with state law, students who have not arrived by 11:15am will be marked 
absent. Students who leave school before 11:15am will be marked absent for the day.  
 

Excused Absence 
Desert Sky Community School Board Policy specifies that “excused absences are subject to approval 

by the Administrator. However, the parent must notify the school concerning the absence.”  

Absences shall be considered excused when they result from:  

1. Doctor or dental appointment verified either verbally by a parent or guardian or by a 

student with an appointment slip or note  

2. Serious family illness or bereavement verified by a parent or guardian or by a student with 

parental contact or note.  

3. Religious purposes, including participating in religious exercises or instruction. A written 

note must be submitted to the school before the absence by the parent or guardian. Any religious 
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instruction or exercise must take place at a suitable place away from school property designated by 

the church or religious denomination or group.  

4. Prearranged event whereby the parent/guardian notified the school office of the 

date/time of the absence and the school administration approves the absence.  

An excessive amount of prearranged absences during a school year, however, could 

result in a student being placed on an attendance contract. 

5. Court appearances are verified verbally by a parent or guardian or by a student with an 

appointment slip or note.  

6. A phone call or note or message through ParentSquare from a parent or guardian excusing 

the student from school is necessary to inform the school that the student is not ditching on the 

same day or before the day of the absence.  

7. A phone call or note or message through ParentSquare from a parent or guardian excusing 

the student from school is necessary to inform the school that the student is not ditching, but it’s 

not considered excused according to state law ARS 15-803.  

The phone call or note must contain: 

●​ the student’s name 

●​ date of absence 

●​ the specific reason for the absence 

●​ parent/guardian name or signature as applicable 

8. In order for absences relating to illness, doctor’s appointment, bereavement, or family 

emergencies to be counted as excused absences, the school must be notified in advance or at the 

time of any absence by the parent or other person who has custody of the student per A.R.S. § 

15-807(B).  

The school may require documentation from a doctor to verify medical conditions when 

absences total more than 10% of the number of required attendance days. The school will document 

the date, reason, and person reporting the absence. The documented record shall be maintained for 

not less than four years after the fiscal year it was created or received.  

Please note family vacations are not considered excused absences.  

Excessive absences by our definition are 10% or more of the school year.  

School administrators are authorized to excuse students from school for necessary and justifiable 

reasons. 

Unexcused Absences: 

Absences that do not satisfy items 1-7 above will be considered unexcused. Each ditch/ truancy 

represents an unexcused absence. Any absence that does not meet the state or district guidelines.  

●​ 3 unexcused absences will result in a staff member contacting the parent or guardian. 

●​ Habitually truant is defined as a truant child who is truant for at least 5 unexcused absences 

within a school year will result in the Administration setting up a meeting  with the parent or 

guardian to see how they can brainstorm how to best support the family to have better 

attendance. Administration will also be sending a letter to the parent or guardian warning of 

a possible truancy citation per Arizona Revised Statute A.R.S § 15-802. A citation would 
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require that the parent or guardian appear in court and consequences may include 

participation in a Parent Truancy Class and program fees to attend the class. If 

convicted, it is a Class 3 Misdemeanor punishable by jail time and/or fine. A Class 3 

Misdemeanor carries a maximum fine of $500 or up to 30 days in jail. 
●​ 12 unexcused absences will result in staff making personal contact with the parent or 

guardian and the student losing field trip privileges and participation in water play day. The 

parent or guardian will be required to meet with Administration to see how to best support 

the student and family. 

●​ 19 unexcused absences will result in a staff member hand delivering or sending a letter to 

the parent or guardian stating that a violation of Arizona Revised Statute A.R.S § 15-802 

Illness 
We recognize that under certain circumstances absence is unavoidable. If children are sick, 
by all means, they need to stay home. In order for an illness to be considered an excused 
absence you must notify the office by leaving a message on voicemail before 8:00am on 
each day of absence. Be sure to include your name, your child’s name, and the reason for 
the absence. If your child is absent for 3 consecutive days contact the teacher to determine 
make-up work.  
 

Chronic Illness 
If your child has a chronic illness or disability that affects attendance, please notify the 
administration. A meeting with the teacher and administration is required. Please bring 
medical documentation of the anticipated impact on attendance of the chronic condition or 
disability.  
 

Vacation 
In case of family vacations, we ask that you make every effort to schedule these during 
breaks. If this is simply not possible, it is imperative that you meet with your child’s teacher 
well before the absence to develop a plan to accommodate for missed work and that you 
notify the school office in writing regarding the absence. All vacations are always considered 
unexcused absences. If your vacation extends beyond 10 consecutive school days your child 
will be withdrawn from Desert Sky Community School and you will have to contact the 
administration to re-enroll your child. 
 

Unexcused Absence 
If you do not call the office and advise the school of your child’s absence he/she will be 
marked as an unexcused absence. Five consecutive unexcused absences will result in a 
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meeting with an administrator. If a pattern of unexcused absence appears to be developing, 
a meeting will be set up with parents, the class teacher and an Administrator to address this 
concern.  
 

Attendance Warning Letters  
It is the responsibility of each student and their parents/guardians to keep track of attendance.  

Parents/guardians may call the school for attendance reports.  

Students will receive an Attendance Warning Letter for the 5th absence and/or 5th early 

departure/tardy per school year 

 

Legal Issues Around Truancy/School Attendance  

Arizona State law (A.R.S. 15-803) states that it is unlawful for any child between the ages of six and 

sixteen to fail to attend school during the hours school is in session, unless there is a valid excuse. 

Please refer to the following Arizona Revised Statutes for more information: A.R.S. 15-346 Policies 

and procedures concerning pupils with chronic health problems; definition 15-802 School 

instruction; exceptions; violations; classification; definitions 15-804 Attendance officer; 

appointment; salary 15-804 Attendance officer; powers and duties 15-807 Absence from school; 

notification of parent or person having custody of pupil; immunity 15-873 Exemptions, 

nonattendance during outbreak Absences will affect eligibility for participation in extra-curricular 

activities. If a child is home ill during the day, they will not be allowed to practice, play in a game, or 

attend an after-school activity that day.  

 

Per Arizona Law (A.R.S. §15-802 (B)(1), the state of Arizona requires that all students attend school 

90% of the school year.  

A student who is absent more than 10% of the instructional hours required per year is considered to 

have “excessive absences,” whether the absence is excused or unexcused.  

Consequences of Poor Attendance  
Beginning in the 2024-2025 school year, Desert Sky Community School will be enforcing the 

consequences for poor attendance described below. These consequences do not apply to any 

student who has an IEP or 504 plan that includes non-standard attendance as a function of the 

student’s modifications. These consequences will also not apply to any student who has suffered 

from a medical condition or personal tragedy that has been the cause of poor attendance 

The parent(s) of students with excessive absences may be considered for truancy, therefore; 

communication with school administration staff is important when your student is absent.  

Failure to meet this standard will lead to repeating the grade unless extenuating circumstances exist. 

Compliance is ultimately the responsibility of the student and his/her parents or guardians. 

Students, ideally, should remain in school.  
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Only when absolutely necessary should they be absent, as much of the classroom activity cannot be 

duplicated or repeated.  

Regular attendance is the key to much of the success a student may gain from his/her school 

program. Definition of Absences: A student who is not seated in their assigned seat when a teacher 

is taking attendance will be considered absent.  

According to A.R.S. 15-803, absences may be considered excessive when the number of absent days 

exceeds ten percent of the number of required attendance days as prescribed in A.R.S. 15-802.B.1. 

Students who have 10 consecutive unexcused absences will automatically be withdrawn from Desert 

Sky Community School per Arizona Department of Education policies A.R.S. §15-901 (A)(2). After 10 

consecutive unexcused absences, the student will be withdrawn unless a serious medical condition 

documented by a medical doctor is filed with the school. 

Attendance Probation  

A mandatory parent/guardian conference will be scheduled for all students whose attendance falls 

below a 90% attendance rate or who have failed to rectify the challenges listed in the Attendance 

Warning letter.  

 

Days Absent Consequence   
At any point, if a student’s absences exceeds: 

 

5 days the school administration will send a warning home reminding the parent/ guardian 

of the school’s attendance policies and the importance of good attendance. A 

meeting with the parent or guardian will take place to help brainstorm how to best 

support the family to have better attendance.  

12 days the school administration will make personal contact with the parent or guardian 

and the student will lose field trip privileges and participation in water play day. The 

parent or guardian will be required to meet with Administration to see how to best 

support the student and family. 

9 days by day 90 or 

mid-year 

If by the middle of the year (90 days into the year) the student has 9 absences  (81 

days of instruction attended) regardless of whether they are excused or unexcused 

and their core academic subjects are a two or lower, the student will be strongly 

considered for a mid-year demotion to the grade beneath them to help them stay 

on track with their studies. 

For half the year, missing 10% represents missing 9 days of instruction.  

18 days by day 180 If by the end of the year, the student has 18 absences (162  days of instruction 
attended) and their core academic subjects are lower than a 2, the student will be 
strongly considered for retention to help them stay on track with their studies.  
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For an entire year, missing 10% represents missing 18 days of instruction.  

Students will be considered for retention for missing 19 days of instruction 

Grades  

In all grades, students will be given a numerical grade. Unless specifically directed otherwise by a 

student’s classroom teacher, the grade percentages are cataloged as follows: 

●​ 4 Exceeds Expectations 

●​ 3 Meets Expectations 

●​ 2 Approaches Expectations 

●​ 1 Below Expectations 

●​ Passing = Passing (for those on IEPs) 

 

Students must pass more than half (50%) of their subjects to be promoted to the next grade level. 

 

Telephone and Messages 
Students may not use cell phones on campus. If a cell phone is needed and authorized by 
the parent(s), it must be left in the school office or kept silenced & inside the student’s 
backpack.  
 
Teachers may send students to the office to telephone their parents as needed. 
 
To contact your child during the school day, please call the school office at (520) 745-3888.  
The school office is not responsible for relaying non-emergency messages.  
 

Transportation 
If walking or bicycling to school with your child is not possible, Desert Sky suggests 
carpooling to school. Once you have arranged transportation, it is important to remain 
consistent. Experience has shown that children who are unsure of their ride home have very 
insecure days at school. If someone else will be picking up your child, please notify your 
child’s class teacher in writing, or leave a message for her with the school office (745-3888), 
as well as to tell your child who is picking them up.  
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IV. Screen and Media Policy: Television, 
Computers and Video Games 

 
Desert Sky Community School encourages parents to become conscientious and thoughtful 
about the “screen” presence in their children’s lives, and to be respectful of media-free 
classrooms and peers. DO feel free to contact your child’s teacher or a school administrator 
about why to restrict or eliminate media exposure in your home-  and how to do so. 
 

Screen and Media Policy: Media in the Classroom 
Because the curriculum and teaching style of our school is founded on both direct 
experience of the world around us and on the development of human relationships, 
electronic screen media has little place in the classroom. To help teachers in maintaining a 
learning environment that is conducive to creative, active learning, and to respect the 
choices of families who have chosen to be media-free, we ask that students not discuss at 
school their experiences with television, internet, cell phone apps, movies, video games and 
computer use. If a child’s talk or imitative behavior related to media exposure is disruptive, 
the teachers may remind a student to speak about something else, contact the child’s 
parents to discuss the situation, and treat “media talk” as inappropriate behavior while at 
school. 

Screen and Media Policy: Media in the home and in the 
World at Large 
The violence and consumerism of television, movies, computers and video games are not 
conducive to healthy development. More insidiously, “screen time” is passive entertainment 
which inhibits the development of imaginative play, self-regulation and creative 
problem-solving. At Desert Sky Community School, we encourage awareness of the media 
influences in your home, and the screen time to which your child is exposed. 

Our Recommended Guidelines: 
For Kindergarteners and First Grade Students:  

No screen time or media exposure. 
 
For Second Grade and Higher:  
​ No television, movies, cell phone apps,  or video games during the school week. 

Parent supervised and minimal media exposure on the weekends and holidays. 
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 V. Academic Expectations 

Homework 
Homework is given to strengthen the student’s ability to work independently. It is ideal for 
each child to have a quiet space consistently available to do homework at the same time 
each day, afternoon or evening. The more this is established, the easier it will be for your 
child to successfully manage the work in the higher grades. Written homework begins in 
Third Grade with occasional short assignments, or work to practice their developing math 
and reading skills. Students who are tardy or leave school before the end of the school day 
will have homework so they do not fall behind from the day’s lessons.Starting in Fifth Grade, 
homework is given on a regular basis. Your support in helping to ensure that homework 
arrives at school in a timely manner benefits your child and helps them establish their own 
routines and responsibilities.  
  
If a student is absent the day an assignment is given, he or she should, upon their return, 
approach the teacher for missed classwork and assignments.  

 
If a student is having difficulty completing assignments on time, he or she can speak with 
the teacher and ask for assistance.  
 
When you know in advance that your student will be absent, please encourage them to 
speak with the teacher to have homework in advance.  

 
Teachers expect students, not their parents, to take primary responsibility for speaking with 
the teacher about missed assignments. 

 
 

How is my child doing? 
Parent Conference with the teacher -- Parents are requested to meet with the teacher in 
September and in March to review their student’s progress. At the parent meeting, the 
teacher shows the student’s work and provides qualitative comments about the child’s 
participation in class, interests, and areas that need improvement. If there are any concerns 
about promotion to the next grade level, these will be discussed at the March parent 
meeting. 
 
 
Progress Reports -- A ‘snapshot’ of your child’s academic progress is provided in quarterly 
progress reports, send by email in October, December, March and June. Please request at 
the school office if you would like a paper copy. Progress is reported in terms of:  
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1 far behind grade level expectations 

2 approaching grade level expectations 

3 meets grade level expectations 

4 exceeds grade level expectations 

 
End-of-Year Narrative -- Teachers  provide a written end-of-year narrative which gives an 
overview of the blocks and activities of the class and the milestones of the individual 
student. This report is sent home electronically in June (after the last day of school). Please 
contact the office if you would like to receive a paper copy.  
 
Parent observation -- Parents can see student progress in non-academic areas is at monthly 
assemblies and festivals throughout the year, as well as exhibits of handwork and class 
plays! 
 

Standardized Testing 
Inspired by Waldorf education, Desert Sky is concerned with the whole child as a developing 
human, and looks at art, movement, and communication skills as indicators of progress as 
well as reading, writing, and math skills. As a public charter school, Desert Sky is required to 
administer standardized tests (whether the AIMS or AzMERIT) for students in Grade Three 
and up. Desert Sky expects all eligible students to participate in testing. Desert Sky takes 
steps to maintain a low-stress testing environment. Please speak with the Administration if 
you have concerns. Test scores are sent home to parents in late summer.  Teachers review 
the student test results in preparation for the coming school year.  Students with low test 
scores may be referred for additional support. 
 

Move On When Reading (MOWR)  
State legislation requires that students pass the reading portion of the AZMerit test to 
promote from Grade Three to Grade Four.  Please review the letter on the next page for 
more detail and exceptions.  

 

Desert Sky Community School 
1350 N Arcadia Avenue, Tucson, AZ 85712 

August 1, 2023 

 

Dear K-3 parents,  

 

This letter is to provide you with information on Arizona’s Move on When Reading (MOWR) legislation and the 

importance it places on your child’s ability to read at or above grade level by the end of 3rd Grade. Arizona 
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Revised Statute 15-701 states that if a student scores below the cut score on the reading portion of the 3rd 

grade AZMERIT exam, he/she will not be promoted to the 4th grade until sufficient progress is made to 

demonstrate that the student is reading proficiently.  

 

There are four exemptions to retention in ARS15-701. In accordance with the law, a school district governing 

board or the governing body of a charter school is permitted to promote a student who fails to meet the cut 

score on the reading portion of the 3rd grade AzMERIT exam for any of the four following reasons:  

 

(i)​ A third grade student is an English Language Learner or is Limited English Proficient and has 

 received fewer than two years of English instruction; or 

 

(ii)​ A third grade student with disabilities has an individualized education plan (IEP) and the IEP  

team which includes the student’s parent/guardian, agrees that promotion is appropriate; or  

 

(iii)​ A third grade student is in the process of a special education referral or evaluation for placement  

in special education and/or students that have been diagnosed as having a significant reading  

impairment, including dyslexia; or  

 

(iv)​ A third grade student has demonstrated or subsequently demonstrates sufficient reading skills or  

adequate progress towards sufficient reading skills of the 3rd grade reading standards as  

evidenced through a collection of reading assessments approved by the State Board.  

 

You have chosen Desert Sky Community School for your child. It is our policy for parents to meet with their 

child’s teacher twice a year. Your first parent conference with the teacher occurs in September/October so any 

concerns about sufficient progress can be shared and remediation begun. We also ask parents to meet with 

their teacher in March, and any potential for retention will be addressed then.  

 

If you read to your student, attend parent conferences, and stay involved with parent activities at school, your  

student will know the importance of learning and you will know if and when they are struggling with reading. 

By the time your student takes the state standardized assessment in the Spring of Grade 3, you will already be 

communicating with your child’s teacher about learning difficulties and the possibilities of retention.  

 

Additional information about Arizona’s Move on When Reading (MOWR) legislation can be obtained at 

www.azed.gov/mowr. If you have questions or need information please contact Administrator Zoraida 

Gonzalez by email at administrator@desertskycommunityschool.org or (520) 745-3888.  

 

Sincerely,  

Zoraida Gonzalez, Director 

VI. Student Support  
 

Interventions 
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Desert Sky implements a variety of interventions to support students who struggle 
academically. Students are identified for intervention by teacher referral or assessments. 
Teachers work together to support students whose progress report shows a ‘1’ in math or 
reading .The reading class is supported by a Reading Interventionist who works with small 
groups or individuals to provide support in reading.  Math track classes also provide small 
group or individual support.  Other interventions may include homework for practice on 
specific skills, and tutoring by a teacher outside of class or after school.  
 

Student Study Team (SST) 
Students who are struggling in class, whether academically or behaviorally, are identified for 
Student Study Team, which is an Administrator and support staff. Students who ‘fall far 
below’ or ‘approach standards’ on the AZMerit are followed by the Student Study Team 
(SST).  Students who assess short of grade level expectations on Galileo or DIBELS may also 
be monitored through Student Study Team. The SST works with the student’s teacher on 
strategies to support student success, and may include recommending the student for 
individual support and other interventions.  SST is not Special Education or an IEP.  
 

504 Accommodations & Individualized Education Plans (IEP) 
 
Desert Sky complies with federal law regarding Special education and accommodations. If 
your child has an existing IEP for speech therapy, or other support services; or an existing  
504 plan to accommodate medical needs, please provide existing paperwork to the 
administration when you register. Desert Sky will meet with parents on request to review 
and consider revision of current IEP and 504 situations. 
 

Title I Programs 
Desert Sky does not have Title I programs, nor receive Title I funding. 
 
 

VII. Emergency Information 
 

Injury at school 
In the event of minor scrapes and bruises, the office staff or teacher will administer first aid 
consisting of band-aids, ice, and washing with soap as needed. The school does not 
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administer any topical or oral medication unless written permission is on file with the office.  
 

In the event of a medical emergency, the school will try to contact the parents, and will call 
911 for emergency service if needed.  Teachers and staff are trained in first aid and CPR. 

Insurance 
All students at Desert Sky are covered by an accident insurance policy. This is a secondary 
policy, and covers expenses that the family’s primary health coverage does not cover. It 
covers medical expenses for an accidental injury incurred on the school grounds or while on 
a field trip. While this policy will protect students regardless of their family’s health 
insurance coverage, we strongly suggest a family health insurance policy for the medical and 
financial well-being of your family.   

Illness 
An ill child should be kept home. Please call the school office by 8am, if your child will be 
absent. If a child becomes ill while at school, parents will be contacted to pick up their child.  
The school does not have facilities to care for children too ill to remain in class. Please pick 
up your child promptly for their comfort. 
 
The school staff is not permitted to administer any medicine without written parental 
permission. Approval for administering medicine, including homeopathic remedies, aspirin, 
and topical first aid must be written and on file in the office.   
 
Children must be free of fever, vomiting, and diarrhea for 24 hours before they may return 
to school.  A temperature of 100 degrees Fahrenheit, or 38 degrees Celsius is a fever.  
 
 Any child who contracts a contagious illness such as measles, mumps, chicken pox, or strep 
throat must be kept home until the illness is no longer contagious.  Please inform your class 
teacher or the school office so other parents can take precautions and watch their child for 
symptoms.  
 
Any child who contracts a communicable disease such as pink eye, impetigo, or pinworms, 
must be receiving medical treatment before returning to school. Please inform your class 
teacher or the Front Desk so other parents can take precautions and watch their child for 
symptoms. 

Lice Policy 

In accordance with the recommendations of the national Centers for Disease Control & 
Prevention, students diagnosed with live head lice do not need to be sent home early from 
school; they can go home at the end of the day, be treated, and return to class after 
appropriate treatment has begun. Although nits may persist after treatment, a successful 
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treatment will kill crawling lice. Head lice can be a nuisance but they have not been shown 
to spread disease. Personal hygiene or cleanliness in the home or school has nothing to do 
with getting head lice. The burden of unnecessary absenteeism to the students, families and 
communities far outweighs the risks associated with head lice. The school does not conduct 
‘lice checks.’   Students exhibiting symptoms of lice are discouraged from close direct head 
contact with others. Confidentiality is maintained when a student is diagnosed with head 
lice. The website of the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (www.cdc.gov) provides 
guidance for lice treatment.  

Medications at school 
If your child needs to take a medication of any type during the day, please contact the 
school office for the form needed for this purpose. All asthma inhalers and Epi-pens are kept 
secure and available for emergency use. Children cannot bring and self-administer 
medications at school, and school personnel cannot administer medications without written 
authorization from the physician or parent (for over-the-counter medications). 

Inclement Weather Closings 
A decision to close school due to inclement weather or other emergency conditions will be 
made by 6:00 a.m. Information that the school is closed will be available on the school 
website,  school phone message, and emailed to all parents. Administration will contact 
teachers and staff. Teachers will contact the class parent. The class parent and teacher will 
contact the parents. In general, if TUSD schools are closed due to weather, then Desert Sky 
is also closed.  In the past 10 years, the school has been closed once due to snow – highly 
unlikely, but possible! 

Closure after school is in session 
If you feel that weather or driving conditions are deteriorating once school is in session, 
please feel free to call the office to arrange early pickup of your child. In the event of early 
closure, please check the school’s website, your email, and phone message for 
announcement. In general, if TUSD schools are closing early due to weather, the Desert Sky 
is also closing early. Please make sure that the school has the most up-to-date contact 
information for your child in case you are unaware of closing and we need to contact you! 

Disaster Preparedness 
In accordance with requirements, fire drills are conducted periodically  so that the children 
learn how to exit from the building in an expedient and safe manner.  Lockdown drills are 
also practiced. In accordance with requirements, Desert Sky has an Emergency Response 
Plan.  
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VIII. Conduct & Discipline 
 
Desert Sky is a safe and supportive school. Our policies for conduct and disciplinary 
consequences are intended to foster conditions suitable for student learning and healthy 
development and well-being. Our teachers use an approach called ‘Conscious Discipline’ -- 
see https://consciousdiscipline.com/ for more information, or ask your teacher! 
 
Student safety -- physical, social, and emotional -- is the first priority of teachers and 
administration.  Please bring any safety concerns to your teacher or administration.  Contact 
Administrator Zoraida Gonzalez for more information.  
 
Service dogs are welcome on campus.  
 
What Should Your Child Bring to School? 
 

●​ A lunch packed securely in a lunch box, basket or bag. Children will not have 

access to a microwave or refrigerator, so please use a thermos or ice pack, as 

needed. The school day is long and busy for the growing children and they 

need an ample amount of healthy food to sustain them through the day.    

●​ A mid-morning snack for your grades student. Snack is at 10 am every day. 

Kindergarteners do not need to bring a snack.   

●​ You may send non-perishable back-up snacks to keep in your child’s cubby, in 

case this is the day of their growth spurt!  

●​ A water bottle or cup they can drink from during the school day, and is in 

compliance with our dress code (free of media images & words). There is 

filtered water available in thelunch area to refill.  

●​ A hat or cap with a brim to protect from sun, and lip balm or sunscreen if 

needed for your student to be outdoors at least an hour each day. In cold 

weather, a hat should also be warm. Hats need to be in compliance with our 

dress code (free of media images & words). 

●​ Extra clothes as needed:  socks (in case they get wet), long-sleeve shirt or 

sweater (for a cold turn in the weather or a/c), extra hat (in case they lose the 

first one), and, in Kindergarten and Grade One, a full change of clothes may 

be warranted! Extra clothes need to be in compliance with our dress code 

(free of media images & words) 

●​ Smiles! 

 

Your child’s teacher will confirm what else your student needs to bring to school.  
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ALLERGY ALERT ​ ​ ​ ​ Updated 11/4/23  
 
Due to life-threatening allergies, the following foods are NOT ALLOWED at school: 
 

●​ NONE! There are currently no foods banned from campus due to life-threatening 
medical allergy.  

 
Our attention to allergens on campus provides a safe environment for students with 
life-threatening allergies.  Student epi-pens are located in the front office.  
 
 

FOOD SHARING 
Because of food sensitivities & allergies it is very important to avoid food-sharing. Each 
parent packed the snack/lunch food for their own child to eat.  
 
The school provides lunch and breakfast everyday to all students if they choose to take it. 
Free and reduced lunch and breakfast applications are available at the office. If your student 
has a medical allergy, please bring a note from the doctor and we will assure that your 
student will have alternatives available to any allergen foods on the lunch and breakfast 
menu. 
 
During school lunch and breakfast, there is a ‘sharing table’ where students may place items 
they don’t want, and from which they may take extra food if they desire.  
 
Please see your student’s teacher if you would like to bring food to share for a special 
occasion (such as a birthday).  Fruit is a great healthy choice that meets most food 
restrictions: sugar-free, gluten-free, dairy-free, and vegetarian! 

FRAGRANCE-FREE POLICY 
Due to chemical sensitivities, please minimize the use of perfume, scented candles, scented 
soaps, and other chemical fragrances, before arriving or when on campus. Please refrain 
from using solvent-based markers (whiteboard markers, magic markers) & highlighters at 
school. Please choose a fragrance-free sunblock for use at school.  Light use of essential oils 
is acceptable. 
 

FOOD POLICY  
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The school does not have a refrigderator or microwave for student use. Please pack food 
accordingly.  
 
If a student has a food item in violation of the Food Policy & Allergy Alert, the teacher may 
take the following actions:  

●​ Send home a reminder of the food policy. 
●​ Speak with the parent. 
●​ Teacher may stow the (wrapped) food in the classroom until dismissal when it can be 

sent home.  
 

WHAT NOT TO BRING TO CAMPUS 
  
No gum-chewing is permitted on school property before, during or after school, except as 
invited by the student’s teacher during standardized testing.  
 
Cell phones may not be used during school hours; they must be set to “silent” or off. We 
prefer that these items stay at home. If they are brought to school, they must remain in your 
child’s backpack the entire day, or the school office. Parents are invited to call the school 
office if they need to contact their child during the day.  
 
Students younger than Grade 2 do not need to wear a watch at all at school. ‘Smart’ 
watches for students are discouraged. See Cell Phone policy.  
 
Parents and visitors to campus sometimes have cell phones.  We ask that all cell phones be 
turned off during school assemblies and festive gatherings. Furthermore, in deference to the 
children of the school, we ask that cell phones not be used inside the school building, or on 
the plaza in the presence of students.  Cell phones may be used in your car and, quietly, in 
the school office. 
 
Toys, candy, coins, and other treasures from home are a distraction during the school day. 
Please speak with your child’s teacher to confirm that ‘show and tell’ items from home are 
indeed invited. In general, stuffed animals and items from nature are acceptable for show & 
tell. Please do not bring to school any comic books, Pokemon items, and their contemporary 
equivalents.  If these are brought to school, these items will be sent to the office for storage 
until the end of the day when the parent can retrieve them.  
 
For safety reasons, skateboards, scooters, bikes, skates, and wheelie shoes are not allowed 
at school. Please do not bring these items to school, except as invited by teachers on 
designated days. Students ARE encouraged to ride their bike to and from school; please 
secure them to bike racks during the day.  
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DRESS CODE for STUDENTS 
Students’ appearance influences their own and others’ attitudes, attention, and 
performance in school. The following standards represent our school’s policy for clothing 
and appearance. These standards promote safe physical movement, a healthy social life, and 
a serious atmosphere of artistic and academic work. Parents (not students) are responsible 
for ensuring that their students dress appropriately and are prepared for all the activities of 
the day and for changing weather.  Any special clothing needs for field trips will be given in 
advance to the parents, with longer advance notice for any special clothing items needed.  
 

1.​ Visual effect of clothing. Clothing may not have logos, lettering, or eye-catching 

images, nor be black above the waist. T-shirts with the school logo are acceptable.  

2.​ Presentability. Ripped clothing shall be neatly patched, and hems turned under and 

secured.  

3.​ Protecting heads. Hoodies are wonderful, but they do not work as hats. 

Weather-appropriate hats with brims in the summer and ear protection in the winter 

are required outdoors at all times. Students may also wear sunglasses as necessary. 

All head coverings are removed indoors, except for religious purposes.  

4.​ Functional. Clothing needs to be suited to the weather and activities. Clothing 

protects the skin from sun damage, wind-chapping, and abrasions when 

tree-climbing. The minimum width of shoulder straps is one and a half inches. 

Underwear needs to remain covered. Shoulders, chest, midriff, and most of the back 

must remain dressed during all activities of the day.  

5.​ Hair. Hair must stay out of the face without requiring the use of the hands. Both eyes 

and most of the eyebrows must be visible. Kindergarten through Grade Five students 

must retain their original hair color.  

6.​ Clothing length. For Grade Three students and above, hems shall reach as long as the 

middle finger of the student’s hand hanging at rest. All students’ sleeves should 

leave their hands visible.  

7.​ Pants and shorts. Clothing must stay on, be of a reasonable size (waistbands, if 

pulled out, should not allow a tangerine to be dropped into the pants), and should 

stop short of touching the ground.  

8.​ Ornamentation and Accessories. Modest earrings in the lobes are fine. Other 

piercings, tattoos (permanent or temporary), and skin ornamentation for students 

are prohibited at school. Any jewelry or other accessories must not present a 

physical danger, suggest violence, or interfere with the student’s or others’ learning.  

Fresh, clean nails of functional length are expected.  

9.​ Foot safety. Students must wear closed-toe shoes that stay on and flex at the ball of 

the foot. Sneakers and tennis shoes are appropriate. Clogs, cowboy boots, flip flops, 
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lighted or spiked shoes, and heels over one inch are prohibited.  Shoes that have 

laces, Velcro, or buckles must be neatly tied, buckled, and/or velcro’d.  Students in 

Kindergarten and Grade One especially are encouraged to wear shoes that tie, for 

development of fine motor skills.  
 

The reasonableness of dress is at the discretion of the teacher. Disregard for the dress code 
will result in the parents being contacted. If a student breaches dress code, the teacher is 
expected to take action:  

●​ Prepare a written notice of dress code violation (forms available at the office) 

for the parent, or contact the parent directly. 

●​ Have the student turn their shirt inside out, for example, or sending them to 

the office to borrow appropriate clothing or a hat.  

●​ Have the student sit in the shade if they have no hat. 
 

Frequently Asked Questions about the Dress Code ​
​
Do I have to wear a hat?​
Yes, students and teachers are expected to wear hats out of doors. The Arizona sun is hot 
and bright; skin cancer is a risk. Hats to shade the face from the sun are required. Students 
may bring a hat to keep in their cubby at school, or bring their hat to and from school with 
them each day. In the winter when the weather is colder, a hat helps us to keep warm as 
well as provide shade.  
​
I understand banning offensive words or pictures from t-shirts, but what's wrong with 'Save 
the Whales'? ​
There are many answers. What do you see when you look at a child? Waldorf education 
encourages us to see a child for who he or she is, and for the kernel of who they will 
become. Words on our clothing -- even positive words -- are distractions from seeing the 
children. Words on clothing are advertising for something: a product, a political slogan, a 
vacation destination, a lifestyle. Desert Sky strives to be a space in the child's day when they 
are not an advertisement and not a consumer, when they meet each other and their 
teachers as humans. ​
​
Why don't we just have uniforms then?​
The usual school uniform of dark pants and white shirt certainly fits within our dress code, 
and families are welcome to use clothing designed as uniforms if they desire. ​
​
Everything has words or pictures, and I can't afford a whole new wardrobe for my child!​
We understand that most families cannot afford to change overnight to a whole new 
wardrobe. The dress code has remained unchanged for ten years. When it is time to buy 
clothing, bookbags, jackets, etc. please seek ones that fit with our dress code. Clothing need 
not be expensive.  
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SunWise School Policy (per recommendation of Arizona Department of Health Services) 
Introduction: Desert Sky is committed to protecting the health and safety of students and 
staff while providing and encouraging appropriate physical activities and opportunities. 
Students and staff spend a significant amount of time in the sun during school hours. Local 
weather and environmental conditions are often at intensities that may result in negative 
health consequences, so Desert Sky recommends school and staff take the following 
protective measures.  
 
Rationale: Too much sun can be dangerous. Overexposure to the sun’s ultraviolet rays 
seriously threatens human health. Besides the immediate effect of sunburn, exposure to 
excess ultraviolet radiation can cause a potentially fatal skin cancer, immune system 
suppression, premature aging, and cataracts. Children are especially susceptible to harmful 
ultraviolet radiation and childhood exposure is a primary indicator for developing skin 
cancer later in life. Skin cancer is the most preventable of all cancers but accounts for nearly 
half of all reported cancers. Educating children about sun protection is crucial to reducing 
skin cancer in our state.  
 
Policy and Guidelines: The following precautions will be taken for all outdoor activity and 
physical activity including but not limited to recess, garden class, movement class, field trips, 
and before and after school activities. Students and staff are encouraged to protect skin 
with sunscreen of SPF15 or higher, lip balm, wide-brimmed hats, sunglasses, clothing, and 
shade, and to limit exposure during peak midday UV.  
 
Attribution: Following the recommendation of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the World Health Organization, the National School Boards of Education, the 
American Academy of Dermatology, and the American Academy of Pediatrics.  
 

Playground rules       ​ ​ ​ ​ (revised by Faculty, October 2014) 

All students are expected to play and/or socialize outside during recess. Please let the office 
know if your student has a medical condition (asthma) for which they should stay inside in 
certain weather (wind). Students are expected to go outside in most weather, including light 
rain. Dress appropriately. Some or all students may be kept inside during severe weather 
(temperatures over 100 degrees, downpours, dangerous winds, freezing temperatures).  
 
Kindergarten students play in the Kindergarten Yard. Grades students may have recess in the 
big play yard or at the park with their teacher.  
 
Teachers developed the playground rules based on curriculum, student observation, parent 
comment, and discussion in Faculty meetings. Because consistency is very important for 
children of all ages, we ask that the parents, staff, teachers, and friends of the school 
support the students by always holding to the following playground rules on campus, 
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whether the school is in session or not.  In the Kindergarten and Grades play yards, students 
must be supervised at all times by a teacher or school staff. 

 
 

1.​ One-time listening is expected. Students are to respond to the teacher (class teacher, 

recess teacher) the first time they are asked.  

2.​ Water bottles are required outside. Each teacher will have a basket for students to 

set their water bottle during recess. Cups are not allowed on the playground.  

3.​ To respect nature, there is no killing of bugs, ripping off branches or bark, jumping on 

or over plants or palms trees. Refrain from climbing on shrubs or trees whose 

branches are thinner than your arm.  

4.​ Safe use of rocks includes moving them and digging with or around them. No 

tossing, throwing, smashing, or crushing rocks.  

5.​ No airborne pinecones or throwing anything, except during teacher-approved games 

and tasks. Never throw pinecones, rocks, or anything else over or through the fence, 

nor into the street. 

6.​ On the slide, there is only one person at a time (wait for the previous person to 

descend).  Only bodies on the slide, not rocks, dirt, or boards. As elsewhere, no 

‘cutting’ in line.  

7.​ Students may climb trees no higher than the teacher-on-duty can reach.  

8.​ Be kind to the fence: no rattling, no pulling it or hanging on it, no ropes tied on it, 

and no reaching higher than the cross beam.  

9.​ Jump ropes are for jumping only, not tying. There may be separate ropes available 

for tying and play.  

10.​Tying ropes may be used to pull logs and other such play. Ropes may not be tied to 

the fence; never tied to hands, feet, or necks; and ropes may not be used as a whip.   

11.​One at a time on swings (no doubles). If a student really needs a push to get started, 

the teacher may push, not high and not wiggly. 

12.​Please no littering. Do use the trash bin and replace the lid securely.  

13.​Please keep the dirt ‘down’ – no shuffling feet to make a dirt cloud, no throwing dirt, 

no ‘dirt bombs’ or ‘dirt showers’.  On the other hand, digging, shoveling, hauling, 

planting,  making mud pies and adobe bricks are fine! 

14.​Screaming, shrieking, and alarmed voices are to be avoided unless there is an actual 

emergency.  

15.​Anyone who is eating must be seated until they are finished chewing and 

swallowing. 

16.​There is water play only with the class teacher, not at recess. Parents will be notified 

by the teacher when there will be water play, so a change of clothes and a towel can 

be brought to school.  
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17.​Hats are to stay on heads at recess. Do not take or throw hats.  

18.​A student who has ‘minutes’ from class time is expected to tell the recess teacher, 

who will time the minutes of sweeping for them.  Another consequence assigned by 

the class teacher and performed at recess is to pick up litter.  

19.​The tone of play should be kind. Play that is unkind, rough, or rude will be addressed.  

20.​Contact with strangers is not allowed.  Students are not to interact with or yell at 

joggers, dogs, children, or adults passing by.  A wave and ‘hello’ to friends and family 

is permissible, but please no conversations at the fence. 

21.​Play-fighting, rough-housing, ‘kill’ games, and “guns” are prohibited. Talk about 

‘killing’ and weapons is prohibited.   

22.​Students may play in a small group, however, they cannot say ‘You can’t play with 

us.’  They do not have to let a new person change the game. If a student wants to 

join a group that is already playing, they can ask what they can be in the game or 

how they can join in.  (for more on this approach, see You Can’t Say You Can’t Play by 

Vivian Paley) 

23.​Communicate! Ask others to play. Say if you don’t want to play, or no longer want to 

play. Say “uncle” or “stop” and use your serious voice if you no longer want to play 

what you started. Ask your friend if they want help before you help rescue them. Tell 

the recess teacher, or your class teacher, if you see or experience communication 

problems. 

24.​Students are responsible for storing and tidying all shovels, brooms, buckets, ropes, 

tools and toys at the end of each recess, before lining up to go inside. Before leaving 

the yard, students are reminded to gather their jacket, water bottle, and whatever 

else was brought to the playground. There is NOT an opportunity at dismissal to 

retrieve items from the playground.  

Teachers inform students of the playground rules through class discussion and individually. 
Teachers remind students of the rules if it looks like they are about to break the rule.  
Consequences for breaking the playground rules include ‘do-over correctly,’ apology and 
restitution (making right what you made wrong), and sitting on the bench for a few minutes. 
More serious or repeated infractions may earn the student restriction from the swing, slide, 
shovels, tree, ropes, etc. for a number of days, or the requirement that they stay near the 
teacher during free play (“tethered”).  The teacher will contact the parent or guardian as 
needed to support the student in appropriate behavior.  
 
The student and his/her family are responsible for the repair and clean-up of any damage 
caused by the student.  
 

Going to the park 
Our campus is part of a neighborhood! While we have exclusive use of our campus, we do 
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share the park with dog walkers, joggers, parents with very young children, and working 
people who have come to enjoy the park on their lunch break. For safety and 
neighborliness, the teachers have rules for how students get to the park, and how they play 
there. 
 

1.​ Teachers may take the class to the park for recess or class time, such as reading 

groups or movement class.  Support teachers may take individual or small groups to 

the park.  

2.​ Students line up as a class and cross the street with teacher supervision, without 

running.  

3.​ After crossing the street into the park, students listen for teacher instruction as to 

their boundaries and the signal for lining up for return (usually a bell or calling 

“Desert Sky”).  

4.​ During free play or recess in the park, the teacher will position herself so she can see 

everyone and they can see her.  

5.​ In the park, there is no interaction between the students and the ‘public’ or 

‘strangers.’ If there are older students or adults in the park, the teacher may change 

the boundaries of where students may play, tell the others to ‘Move along, we’re in 

school now!’ or simply gather students and return to campus.  People not related to 

the school (as teachers, parents, or school guests) are not permitted to watch our 

students or join in with them in any way.  

6.​ As a neighborly courtesy, the teacher will redirect students from ‘taking over’ a part 

of the park where small children or others are already established. 

7.​ The play yard rules apply also to the park, and additionally in the park, we dig only in 

the sand (not in dirt) and do NOT climb trees. 

When students go to the park, they are expected to follow these rules. If students are not 
following the rules, the teacher will refrain from going to the park at all, or leave particular 
students with another teacher.  
 

Hitting 
We do not allow any kind of play that includes forceful or careless physical contact, 
including: hitting, shoving, butting, kicking, etc. Physical violence, no matter how minor, will 
be stopped immediately to prevent escalation. Fighting or injury may result in immediate 
suspension to emphasize the gravity of the misdeed.  Play-fighting, rough-housing, and 
pretend-fighting are not allowed on campus.  
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Teasing  
Teasing is defined as an expression of hurtful words, gestures, or actions that cause hurt 
feelings, exclusion, or alienation. The school strives to develop a sense of community in 
which all students can unfold their highest potential, academically, and also in the realm of 
human relationships. Frequent teasing without remorse is recognized as a sign for concern. 
When teasing occurs a conference with the parents will be held with specific written 
recommendations to be followed as conditions for the child to remain in school.  
 
Here are the steps in the event that teasing occurs: 

1.​ The child who perceives that she/he is being teased should ask the other(s) to stop. 
2.​ If that does not prove effective, then the child should tell the class teacher right 

away, as clearly as possible. The student may ask quietly to the teacher, or give a 
note, requesting to speak privately.  

3.​ If the child tells a parent about teasing, we ask that the parent inform the class 
teacher immediately. 

4.​ The class teacher then asks for clarity about the situation from the offending 
student(s), and witnesses, and takes appropriate measures, which may include 
apology, restitution, suspension or expulsion.   

Bully Prevention & Intervention 
Desert Sky is committed to providing a caring, friendly, and safe learning environment for all 
our students. Bullying or retaliation of any kind, including harassment or intimidation, is 
unacceptable at our school. We are a vigilant, informed school community. This means that 
anyone who knows that bullying or retaliation is happening is expected to report it. 
Incidents will be dealt with promptly and effectively.  
 
We work consciously to create an environment where bullying behavior is simply not an 
aspect of our school culture. Teachers will bring to students, in an age-appropriate way, an 
understanding and awareness of bullying and retaliation, how to prevent it, and how to 
inform teachers of situations that may occur. Bullying is repeated acts over time that involve 
real or perceived imbalance of power with the more powerful child or group attacking those 
who are less powerful. It can be physical, verbal, or psychological (social exclusion or 
spreading rumors). Bullying is NOT teasing innocent in motive, poking fun light-heartedly, or 
impulsive behavior by young children. The best way to deal with bullying is through effective 
prevention. The main element is ongoing education of the faculty, students, and parents: for 
example,  playground rules, student-written code of conduct, bullying as a topic at parent 
meetings and teacher training.   
 
Students should report incidents of alleged bullying or retaliation to their class teacher or 
any staff member, who will report it in writing to the Leadership Team within 24 hours. 
Parents, guardians, and others adults are asked to report observed or suspected instances of 
bullying or retaliation within 24 hours to an Administrator who will take it to Leadership 
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Team. Students, parents, and guardians should be assured that they will be supported when 
bullying is reported. The student’s class teacher, in consultation with administration, will 
take steps to assess the need to restore a sense of safety to the alleged target (e.g., creating 
a personal safety plan, prep-determined seating arrangements, etc).  The Leadership Team 
will investigate promptly and consider all available information known, including the nature 
of the allegations and the ages of the students involved; they will interview students, staff, 
parents, and others as necessary. The Leadership Team will maintain a written record of the 
investigation, and will consult legal counsel if necessary. Leadership Team will make a 
determination and if bullying is substantiated, direct the faculty and administration to take 
steps to prevent recurrence, and ensure the target is not restricted in participating in school. 
Further responses, remedial actions, and ongoing monitoring are the purview of the Student 
Study Team.  
 
If it is determined that a student knowingly made a false allegation of bullying or retaliation, 
that student may be subject to further disciplinary action.  
 
From: “13. Bullying Prevention and Intervention Policy,” adopted by the DSCS Board January 
12, 2016.   Please see DSCS Board Policy, Part Seven, for more detail.  
 
 

Discipline Policy & Code of Conduct​ ​  
Students are expected to behave in a respectful way toward the teachers, fellow students, 
and property. The teachers and administration work with students to promote healthy, 
respectful, happy social interactions among the students. Classroom expectations are suited 
to the developmental age of the students, and teachers have individual classroom 
management styles.  Younger students, for example, are more often redirected. Grades 
teachers may assign ‘minutes’ of sweeping or litter pick-up during recess when a student is 
disruptive or distracting during class.   
 
If a behavior persists, or escalates, the teacher will certainly contact the parents to seek 
their support in addressing the behavior.  If you or your child is concerned about a behavior 
of other students, please contact the teacher. Please contact the teacher immediately if 
your child says they ‘told the teacher and she didn’t do anything about it.’ The teacher is not 
interested in shaming or blaming, and may have addressed the behavior with the other child 
in a way that was not ‘visible’ to you and your child. Teachers are human too, and may have 
not understood fully what your child was trying to say. It is important to check in with the 
teacher so she is aware of concerns and can pre-empt situations, coach students in resolving 
conflicts, and take appropriate action when needed.  
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UNACCEPTABLE BEHAVIOR & COMMUNICATION 
To facilitate our communication and working together for solutions to behavioral issues, a 
notice of concern, incident report, or excellent report may be written for a child that has 
repeated difficulty or increased concerns.   
 
Any behavior that poses a threat to the health and safety of the children or adults is 
unacceptable, will not be tolerated and will be sent home. A conference with a school 
official (teacher or administrator) is required prior to readmission to school. Repeated 
unacceptable behaviors may result in longer and longer suspensions, which may lead to 
expulsion. 
 
Student discipline policy is found in detail in the Desert Sky Board Policy Manual, Part Nine, 
available at the school office.  
​  
Behavior Consequence 
Dress code violation, including lack of hat Dress code note to parents and/or call to parents 
Repetitive tardy or unexcused absences Parent communication (letter or meeting) 
  

 
Behavior Recommended Disciplinary Consequence 
Not participating in class, not paying attention Given task to help refocus, in class or at another 

classroom 
Recurring nonparticipation Parent conference & behavior agreement 
Disrupting, interrupting, distracting class Send to Assistant Principal & Disruption Report to parents 
Recurring Disruption Reports Parent conference & behavior agreement 
Teasing Incident report to parents specifies consequence 
Inappropriate or abusive language, swearing, 
‘potty words’  

Incident report to parents specifies consequence 

Failure to comply with direction of faculty or staff Incident report to parents specifies consequence 
Use of cell phone, texting, during school Incident report to parents specifies consequence 
Leaving the play yard, plaza, or classroom without 
permission. 

Incident report to parents specifies consequence 

Defiant Send to administrator  & Incident report to parents 
specifies consequence 

Dangerously careless or too physical  Incident report to parents specifies consequence 
Recurring Incident Reports Short-term suspension 
Leaving campus without permission Short or long term suspension 
Minor aggressive acts (shoving, pulling, throwing 
objects at someone) in classroom, on playground, 
or to/from school 

Short term suspension 

Fighting, bullying, harassment, kicking, hitting Short or long term suspension 
Running away from a teacher, or hiding from a 
teacher 

Short term suspension 
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Biting  Short term suspension 
Cheating or plagiarism Short term suspension 
Vandalism / destruction of school or personal 
property 

Suspension / report to authorities 

Recurring short term suspension Long-term suspension / expulsion 
Use or possession of drugs, alcohol, tobacco Suspension / report to authorities 
Possession of weapon Expulsion / report to authorities 
  

 
When a student is not paying attention in class, talking out of turn, and/or drawing attention 
to himself/herself, they are disrupting not only their own learning but also that of their 
peers. There are many opportunities for movement, artistic expression, and socializing 
throughout the day. The teachers do expect cooperation and participation. A student who 
persists in disruptive behavior may be sent to another classroom briefly to do a quiet task 
(rolling yarn, bookwork) and return to participation. As a last resort, a student will be sent to 
an Administrator and a Notice of Concern will document for parents the occurrence.  Please 
sign and return the report to indicate you have reviewed it. Multiple notices of concern will 
result in a meeting with parents, teachers, and administration.  
 
When a student is defiant, dangerously careless, verbally inappropriate, or too physical with 
others, the teacher will address the behavior with the student. An Incident Report will be 
written to document for parents the occurrence, including the inappropriate behavior and 
the consequences assigned by the teacher.  Please sign and return the report to indicate you 
have reviewed it. Do contact the teacher if you have questions. If a behavior is persistent, a 
meeting will be requested between the parents, teacher, and Co-Administrator. If a behavior 
is intended to hurt another person, has escalated, or persisted, the consequence may 
include being sent home (‘suspension’).  A meeting with parents is always required in the 
case of suspension.  
 
An Excellent Report is written for parents when a student has overcome a behavioral 
challenge. For example, a student that had been prone to shove when a student says 
something they don’t like has a challenging interaction and doesn’t shove, he will get an 
‘excellent’ report to document the growth.  An excellent report is also written when a 
student is especially compassionate or helpful to friends in a situation that could have 
devolved without their intervention.  The Excellence report may also look like a positive 
encouraging note to students handwritten by a teacher.  
 

REPORTING  
 
 Desert Sky Community School complies with AZ SAFE which provides terms and definitions 
of inappropriate behaviors for consistency in reporting.  The AZ Department of Education 
(ADE) keeps statistics on ‘safe schools’, and AZ SAFE indicates which behaviors and 
consequences are counted in those statistics. For example, all suspensions are reported to 
the ADE for these statistics. The guidelines also indicate the behaviors (such as guns and 
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drugs) that must have involvement of local police.  
 

SUSPENSION & EXPULSION 
​
Being sent home for behavior is ‘suspension’ from school. The parent has up to 30 minutes 
to pick up the child from school or make other arrangements for the child to be picked up 
from school. Each short term suspension requires a parent conference and behavior 
agreement before student returns to school to explore all possible strategies for supporting 
the student in appropriate behavior. Subsequent suspension for the same inappropriate 
behavior will be longer, up to ten days.  
 
When all strategies of support have been exhausted and/or the severity of behavior so 
indicates, a formal hearing before the school board will consider expulsion of the student. 
Please see DSCS Board Policy, Part Nine, for more detail.  
 
Arizona Revised Statutes currently states that a pupil may be expelled for:  
1) continued defiance of authority or disruptive behavior; 
2) violent behavior that includes a dangerous instrument or deadly weapon;  
3) possession of a gun;  
4) excessive absenteeism if prescribed criteria are met; or  
5) other actions a school district deems appropriate for expulsion.  
A school district or charter school must expel a pupil for at least one year for bringing a 
firearm to school or for threatening an educational institution (A.R.S. § 15-841). 
 
Unless expulsion is required due to a pupil possessing a firearm, a school district or charter 
school may suspend or expel a pupil in kindergarten or the 1st-4th grades only if all the 
following apply: 
1) the pupil is at least seven years old; 
2) the pupil engaged in conduct on school grounds that:  

a) involves the possession of an unauthorized dangerous weapon; 
    ﻿b) involves a dangerous or a narcotic drug or violates drug free school zones; 
﻿    ﻿c) immediately endangers the health or safety of others; or 
﻿    ﻿d) the pupil's behavior qualifies as aggravating circumstances and other prescribed criteria 
are met; 
3) failing to remove the pupil would create a safety threat that cannot otherwise be 
reasonably addressed or qualifies as aggravating circumstances; 
4) the school district or charter school considers and employs, while maintaining the health 
and safety of others and in consultation with the pupil's parent to the extent possible, 
alternative behavioral and disciplinary interventions; and  
5) readmission procedures are provided upon parental appeal for: 
﻿    ﻿a) pupils who have served at least 5 school days of a suspension that exceeds 10 school 
days; and 
﻿    ﻿b) pupils who are expelled from or subject to alternative reassignment at the school, at 
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least 20 days ﻿    ﻿after the effective date of the expulsion or alternative assignment (A.R.S. § 
15-843). 
 
HB2460 (suspension; requirements; K-4 students) introduced by Representative Pingerelli in 
the 2023, 56th Legislature, First Regular Session amended A.R.S. § 15-843 to provide 
exemptions for a school district or charter school from having to meet the prescribed 
criteria in certain circumstances.  
 
Specifically, HB2460 exempts a school district or charter school from having to meet the 
prescribed criteria for the suspension of a pupil in kindergarten or the 1st-4th grades as 
outlined in A.R.S. § 15-843 if: 
 
The expulsion is required for a pupil who is determined to have brought a firearm to a 
school within the jurisdiction of the school district or the charter school (A.R.S. § 15-841(G)); 
or the school district or charter school is suspending the pupil for two or fewer days and the 
aggregate suspensions for the pupil do not exceed ten days within the school year. 
 

Drugs, alcohol, and weapons 
Out of respect for the healthy development of student minds and bodies, and in accordance 
with the laws of our state, Desert Sky Community School is a smoke-free campus. Smoking is 
not allowed on campus, and is required to be at least 20 feet from any school entrance.  
 
Prescription medications for students must be checked into the school office, and their use 
monitored by school staff. Please see the office for a medication consent form.  
 
For the safety of everyone on campus, students may not bring weapons of any kind to 
school. This includes firearms, knives (including Swiss Army and Leatherman), slingshots, 
and other items as determined by faculty and staff.  
 

Sexual Abuse & Sexual Harassment Policies  
Desert Sky Community School prohibits sexual abuse nor sexual harassment at school or in 
any school-related activity. Background checks are conducted on all school employees and 
classroom volunteers (other than parents of Desert Sky students). Please bring any concerns 
to a class teacher or administration. Desert Sky prohibits retaliation against anyone who 
brings a good faith complaint of sexual abuse. Teachers and staff of Desert Sky are 
mandated reporters and report suspicion of sexual abuse to the appropriate legal 
authorities and will assist in prosecuting sexual abuse cases.  Desert Sky prohibits making 
false and/or malicious sexual abuse allegations. 
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IX. Additional Programs 
A.​ School Breakfast --  7:30am to 7:55am 

Desert Sky participates in the School Breakfast Program with Community Eligibility. 

When students arrive between 7:30am and 7:55am they may choose from a 

selection of breakfast items. They must choose THREE items: 

1.​ fruit or juice 

2.​ milk 

3.​ bagel, cereal, or feature item (like french toast) 

4.​ protein (like scrambled egg, yogurt, or cheese stick) 

They must choose fruit or juice as one of the items. If they do not want to eat an 

item they chose, they may place it on the sharing table.  If students do not have time to eat 

their breakfast, they may take their (still packaged) items to eat at snack time.  Desert Sky 

does not have ‘before care’ apart from school breakfast. Teachers or breakfast staff 

supervise students until the morning bell when they enter class.  

 

B.​ School Lunch -- noon (Kindergarten) and 12:15 (Grades) 

Desert Sky participates in the National School Lunch Program. All students may 

choose  to have school lunch, choosing from a selection of lunch items. They must 

choose at least THREE items of the items offered daily: 

1.​ milk 

2.​ fruit 

3.​ vegetable  

4.​ main dish (grain & protein) -- sunbutter & jelly sandwich, salad, or 

feature item (like quesadillas or cheeseburger). On Friday, there is 

pizza. 

Students must always take a vegetable or fruit as one of the three items. If they do 

not want to eat an item they chose, they may place it on the sharing table.  Due to the 

delivery time of the lunch, foods that are not eaten by the end of recess may not be taken to 

class to eat later. Teachers or breakfast staff supervise students during lunch.  

  

C.​ After School  

Desert Sky Community School accommodates student pick-up by babysitters and 
off-site daycare programs (Kids First, Child Time, JCC, etc). Please speak with your 
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teacher to make arrangements for these alternate pick-ups.  
 
Programs such as 4-H club will be announced as available.  
 
Parent association meetings and community workshops for parents after school 
provide childcare while you are in the meeting. Signing up in advance is required so 
that we have a sufficient number of caretakers.  
 
Note: Evening meetings at school do NOT usually provide childcare.  

 
 

X. Administration 
 

Hours 
The School Office hours are Monday through Friday from 8:00am to 3:15pm.  
Office hours will vary during holiday and summer breaks. 
 

Enrollment & Admissions: Policy & Process 
Desert Sky Community School has been created as a tuition free public charter school 
offering an alternative choice to parents and students for a high-quality curriculum aligned 
to Arizona Career and College Readiness Standards and guided by the principles of Waldorf 
education; providing equal opportunity and equitable access and participation regardless of 
gender, race, national origin, color, disabling conditions, ethnicity, income level, English 
proficiency, athletic ability, or age. 
 

a. Eligibility for Enrollment 
A pupil who has been expelled by any school district or who is in the process of being 
expelled may be denied admission. Acceptance for enrollment may be revoked upon 
finding the existence of expulsion. 

 
b. Age at Enrollment and Assignment to Grade Level​ ​ ​ ​
​  
The policy of Desert Sky Community School is that children must be 5 years old by 
September 1st to enroll in Kindergarten, and children should be 6 years old by 
September 1st to enroll in First Grade.  

 
It is the policy of Desert Sky Community School to consider the whole child when 
placing a child in a grade level. The pedagogy of DSCS, guided by the principles of 

55 
 



Waldorf education, considers several criteria in determining school readiness. Some 
children may not reach these benchmarks until they are much older than required by 
our age at enrollment policy. Thus all children who turn 6 years old in the summer 
will be evaluated for first grade readiness, on a case-by-case basis, by the faculty and 
mentors. Parents are asked to consider the benefits of pacing their children’s 
education so they become 7 years old during their first grade year. 

 
Students will be assigned to grade level in accordance to their age and grade-level 
appropriateness as evaluated by faculty.  

c. Open Enrollment and Enrollment Capacity 

All applicants will be accepted if there is sufficient capacity. If during an open 

enrollment period the school has a number of applicants that exceeds the capacity 

of a program, class, grade level, building or enrollment cap approved by the Arizona 

State Board for Charter  Schools, a random lottery will be conducted to select 

students to fill ALL available enrollment spaces. Applicants will be selected for 

enrollment on the basis of a random lottery of all new students submitting 

applications during the Open Enrollment period which is designated at the DSCS 

website. Desert Sky Community School may give preference to siblings of enrolled 

students in filling vacancies. The random lottery process will be repeated during the 

next open enrollment period, if and when there are more applicants than vacancies.  

Students who do not get a seat during the lottery are placed on a Waiting List, along 

with any subsequent enrollment forms received for classes which have reached 

capacity.  If seats become available, prospective families from the Waiting List will be 

contacted in the order in which the enrollment forms were received.   

Any seats not filled during the Open Enrollment period will be filled on a first come, 

first served basis until the school has reached capacity or the school year has begun.  

The Enrollment Director may consider mid-year enrollments if there are seats 

available. 

 
d. Admission Process​ 

To ensure a good fit, we encourage families to visit the school, research Waldorf 

education, and meet with a DSCS teacher or DSCS administrator to learn more about 

our program. Enrollment tours, Open House, and Community Workshop events are 

intended to provide information about the school and its educational approach. 

These opportunities are available before or after enrollment acceptance.  
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After enrollment acceptance, families will be asked to provide Admission paperwork 

for continuity of services, for the teachers to get to know the student,  and for the 

school to best work together with families.   

 

Open Houses and Events 
Tours are conducted during the school year on Thursday mornings at 9am; please contact 
the office to make an appointment to tour the school. Several times a year, the school offers 
an Open House on a Saturday morning for prospective families to see the school.  
 
The school sponsors speakers or events to bring Waldorf experience to the adults in our 
community. Events may include artistic or musical activity, puppetry, or a special guest 
speaker.  Parents of the school are encouraged to attend and are welcome to invite friends 
and neighbors who would also like to learn about Waldorf education and Desert Sky 
Community School. The times and dates for adult education events are listed in the school 
newsletter and at the website. 
 
Withdrawal Obligations 
Withdrawal from the school is a serious matter. The date of withdrawal is the last day of 
attendance. A withdrawal form must be signed by the parent or guardian, and a meeting 
with the administrator is recommended.  
 
Immunization Records 
Each child must have completed health and immunization forms in the office. This is a 
requirement of the county health department and state law. The law DOES provide for 
exemptions from immunization; an exemption form is available at the school office.  
 
Transcripts 
School records are available on request. When a child joins the school, records are 
requested from the previous school. When a child withdraws, copies of the school records 
are forwarded to the new school. All school records are retained in accordance with records 
retention policy. 
 
Parents Right to Know – Teacher Qualifications 
The resume of each teacher is available for parents to view at the school office. Each main 
lesson and lead Kindergarten teacher has a Bachelor’s degree and meets the Highly 
Qualified criteria for No Child Left Behind requirements.  Qualifications of assistants, 
support specialists, and specialty teachers are also available to view.  
 
 
FERPA Notice _​                                (also available at www.ade.az.gov/ess/resources under forms)  
Annual Notification to Parents Regarding Confidentiality of Student Education Records 
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The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) is a Federal law that protects the privacy of student education records. FERPA gives 
parents certain rights with respect to their children's education records. These rights transfer to the student when he or she reaches the 
age of 18 or attends a school beyond the high school level. Students to whom the rights have transferred are "eligible students." 
• Parents or eligible students have the right to inspect and review the student's education records maintained by the school within 45 days 
of a request made to the school administrator. Schools are not required to provide copies of records unless it is impossible for parents or 
eligible students to review the records without copies. Schools may charge a fee for copies. 
• Parents or eligible students have the right to request in writing that a school correct records that they believe to be inaccurate or 
misleading. If the school decides not to amend the record, the parent or eligible student then has the right to a formal hearing. After the 
hearing, if the school still decides not to amend the record, the parent or eligible student has the right to place a statement with the 
record setting forth his or her view about the contested information. 
• Generally, schools must have written permission from the parent or eligible student in order to release any information from a student's 
education record. However, FERPA allows schools to disclose those records, without consent, to the following parties or under the 
following conditions: 
o School officials with legitimate educational interest. 
♉ A school official is a person employed or contracted by the school to serve as an administrator, supervisor, teacher, or support staff 
member (including health staff, law enforcement personnel, attorney, auditor, or other similar roles); a person serving on the school board; 
or a parent or student serving on an official committee or assisting another school official in performing his or her tasks; 
♉ A legitimate educational interest means the review of records is necessary to fulfill a professional responsibility for the school; 
o Other schools to which a student is seeking to enroll; 
o Specified officials for audit or evaluation purposes; 
o Appropriate parties in connection with financial aid to a student; 
o Organizations conducting certain studies for or on behalf of the school; 
o Accrediting organizations; 
o To comply with a judicial order or lawfully issued subpoena; 
o Appropriate officials in cases of health and safety emergencies; and 
o State and local authorities, within a juvenile justice system, pursuant to specific State law. 
Schools may disclose, without consent, "directory" information such as a student's name, address, telephone number, date and place of 
birth, honors and awards, sports participation (including height and weight of athletes) and dates of attendance unless notified by the 
parents or eligible student that the school is not to disclose the information without consent. The Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA) is a federal law that protects the rights of students with disabilities. In addition to standard school records, for children with 
disabilities education records could include evaluation and testing 
materials, medical and health information, Individualized Education Programs and related notices and consents, progress reports, 
materials related to disciplinary actions, and mediation agreements. Such information is gathered from a number of sources, including the 
student's parents and staff of the school of attendance. Also, with parental permission, information may be gathered from additional 
pertinent sources, such as doctors and other health care providers. This information is collected to assure the child is identified, evaluated, 
and provided a Free Appropriate Public Education in accordance with state and federal special education laws. Each agency participating 
under Part B of IDEA must assure that at all stages of gathering, storing, retaining and disclosing education records to third parties that it 
complies with the federal confidentiality laws. In addition, the destruction of any education records of a child with a disability must be in 
accordance with IDEA regulatory requirements. 
For additional information or to file a complaint, you may call the federal government at (202) 260-3887 (voice) or 1-800-877-8339 (TDD) 
OR the Arizona Department of Education (ADE/ESS) at (602) 542-4013. Or you may contact:​ Family Policy Compliance Office​
​ Arizona Department of Education 

U.S. Department of Education​ ​ Exceptional Student Services 
400 Maryland Avenue, SW​ ​ 1535 W. Jefferson, BIN 24 
Washington, D.C. 20202-5901 ​ ​ Phoenix, AZ 85007 

 

This notice is available in English and Spanish on the ADE website at www.ade.az.gov/ess/resources under forms. For assistance in 
obtaining this notice in other languages, contact the ADE/ESS at the above phone/address. 

 

 
 

XI. Curriculum 
 

Kindergarten Home Visits (optional) 
Home visits are generally scheduled for students new to the school (or with a new teacher). 
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The home visit provides an opportunity for you and your child to bond with your child’s 
teacher. The visit enables the teacher to deepen his or her work with your child by 
experiencing your home environment. Often the child will have some individual time with 
his or her teacher (showing their bedroom or favorite toys). The children usually take great 
pride in showing their teacher all around, and the teacher goes away with a heart-warmed 
sense of who this child is and what his interests and passions are. There is also time set 
aside for parents to speak privately with the teacher and ask questions or raise any 
concerns. The working together of parents and teachers greatly serve and nourishes the 
children, thereby creating a bridge from home to school.  
 
Beyond the social experience, home visits provide the teacher additional perspectives, thus 
serving to deepen the teacher’s understanding of your child.  

Kindergarten Day   
The Kindergarten day begins as parents drop off their student at 8:00am. The day continues 
with structured activities and free play, indoors and outdoors. Kindergarteners grind grain, 
chop vegetables, set the table, and wash up from snack together. Daily circle time and story 
accompany other activities: beeswax, painting, cooking, baking, drawing, gardening, and 
nature walks. Students may be picked up after lunch, or stay the full day, with a rest time 
and outdoor activities before dismissal at 2:30pm. 

Kindergarten to Grade 1 Progression 
Progression from Kindergarten to First Grade is determined by the Kindergarten & Grade 
One Teachers and their mentors, based on the developmental readiness of the child. The 
teacher will discuss readiness with parents. If you have concerns, please speak with your 
child’s teacher by February.  

A Typical Day in Grades 1 to 5 
8:00​ Morning circle with all students & teachers in the yard then each child is  greeted by 
their teacher with a handshake and enters the classroom for start-of-day activities 
8:05​ Main lesson. Students pursue a topic in depth and with continuity for 4 weeks. 
10:00 ​ Snack and recess 
10:45​ Subject class or skills practice 
11:30​ Subject class or skills practice 
12:15​ Lunch and recess 
1:00​ Subject class or skills practice 
1:45​ Subject class or skills practice​​ ​ ​ ​  
2:35 to 2:45​ Chores & dismissal 
The concentration achieved in the main lesson block allows each subject to be pursued in 
depth and with continuity over 4 weeks. Whatever the subject, the teacher’s goal is to 
engage the child’s feelings and imagination so the subject comes live for each child in his or 
her own unique way.   Academic work is concentrated in the morning Main Lesson when 

59 
 



students are most alert and receptive. Students are expected to arrive to school promptly so 
as not to miss important academic work.  
 
In four periods a day, the students engage in specialty subjects as well as practice work and 
continued Main lesson work.  Students also have practical and fine arts with their main 
lesson teacher -- students draw, paint with watercolors, and work with beeswax. Teachers 
bring other art activities where appropriate to the curriculum: calligraphy, block printing, 
clay modeling, basket making, and weaving. Each human is born with the desire to learn and 
create through watching and touching. Taught by specialty teachers, additional subjects may 
include Spanish, German, Music, Handwork, Movement, Circus Arts, and Woodworking.  

Topics commonly taught in each grade   
Grade 1  
Fairy Tales and poems with strong rhythm 
Form drawing, drawing and painting give way to letters, simple words, speech exercises, 
phonetics, and short plays 
Whole numbers, four processes, counting, mental arithmetic 
Nature studies 
 
Grade 2 
Form drawing and mirror drawing (symmetry) 
Fables, legends of saints and other notable persons, local folklore, Native American stories 
Reading from student’s own written main lesson book, plays and speech work, rhyming 
words. 
Whole numbers, times tables, number patterns, carrying and borrowing, situation 
problems, time, money 
Nature studies 
 
Grade 3 
Form drawing as introduction to cursive writing 
Old Testament stories, Native American stories, fables, poetry 
Grammar: structure of a sentence, verbs, adjectives, spelling and writing 
Whole numbers, times tables, number patterns measurement, prime numbers 
House building, farming, clothing  
 
Grade 4 
Freehand geometric drawing, form drawing, interlocking forms 
Local history through geography, Norse sagas, poetry, alliteration 
Grammar: verb tenses,  prepositions, plurals, abbreviations, personal pronouns, adverbs, 
oral reports 
Writing: composition, form and content 
Arithmetic operations, word problems, times tables, averages, long division, factoring, 
proofs. 
Geography: map making, Arizona 
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Zoology (human and animal) 
 
Grade 5 
Freehand geometric drawing, dynamic drawing 
Culture of Ancient India, Persia, Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Greece 
Greek mythology and early Greek history 
Grammar: active/passive verbs, punctuation, syntax, subject/predicate 
Writing: composition with emphasis on descriptions, book reports (oral and written), letter 
writing. 
United States Geography 
Botany 
Decimals, fractions, mixed number, reciprocals 

Subject Classes 
In addition to a main lesson which incorporates art, music, movement, and culture into the 
morning’s work, students have subject classes with a specialty teacher. While some main 
lesson teachers also teach subjects, students will generally have different subject teachers 
through the day, before ending the day with cleanup and dismissal by their main lesson 
teacher.  
 
The subject classes at Desert Sky may include: Spanish, German, Gardening, Music, 
Movement, Circus Arts, and Handwork. Subject classes may occur weekly throughout the 
school year, or may happen in a block rotation. For example, students may have German for 
one month, and then Spanish the next month.  
 
Foreign Languages 
The experience of foreign language begins in First Grade. Cultural appreciation and language 
instruction are brought through immersion with songs, games, and stories. Languages may 
include: Spanish, German, and American Sign Language. 
 
Handwork 
Handwork is an integrated part of the Waldorf Curriculum. Skills such as knitting, crocheting, 
hand sewing, embroidery, cross-stitch, felting and doll-making are taught in grades one 
through five. The students develop their will, manual dexterity, patience, and coordination, 
while developing appreciation for natural materials, design, and a personal sense of 
accomplishment. Handwork is also an important part of the Kindergarten day.  
 
Movement 
Movement classes are a part of the curriculum to develop strength, coordination, spatial 
awareness, and healthy cooperative and competitive play with others. Cooperative games 
begin in the early grades. Typical activities in Grades One through Four include: circle, ring, 
line, and singing games; jump rope, hopscotch; running, jumping, and throwing. In Fifth 
Grade, students begin tumbling, building human pyramids, and learn Greek games (javelin, 
discus, Greco-Roman wrestling, running, and long jump) in which they compete at a 
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Pentathlon with students of other schools in Arizona.  
 
Circus Arts 
Students learn skills of tumbling, hula hoop, spinning plates, diabolo, and (in Fifth Grade) 
unicycling! Students learn about circus history as well as put together routines and 
performances.  
 
Music 
Every student participates in music. Main lesson teachers as well as the Music teacher sing 
with the students. 
 
In First Grade through Third Grade, the students play pentatonic flutes and Orff instruments.  
The school supplies the instruments and the children are not expected to practice at home. 
If your child wishes to have a pentatonic flute to use at home, they can be ordered through 
the school store. In Third Grade, they begin recorder.  
 
In Fourth Grade, students begin the violin and perform a Winter or Spring music concert. 
The school has violins for use in school. Students may borrow their violin for practice at 
home for a modest security deposit.  

Snack, Lunch and Recess 
Snack and lunch are typically outside at the picnic tables. At the teacher’s discretion, they 
may take the class to have a lunch or snack as a picnic in the park. 
 
The importance of unstructured play is honored at Desert Sky with two supervised outdoor 
recesses each day for free play and for socializing. Typically, this is an opportunity for 
students to see a sibling or join in a game with students younger or older than themselves. 
Students may dig in the sand, climb designated trees, play tag, run, slide, swing, play 
imaginatively (house, restaurant, dogs & cats, etc), or simply sit and chat. Students learn 
better when they have these ‘out-breaths’ of play during the day. Parents are encouraged to 
bring students to school 15 minutes early for supervised play and socializing on the 
playground before school begins. 
 

XII. Events and Festivals 

School Photo & Video Policy 
A designated photographer will take photos and videos of school plays, events, and 

performances, and make them available to parents for personal use only; photos or videos 

of teachers and other people’s students may not be uploaded to Facebook or other Internet 
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location.    

  

Parents are invited to attend sharing assemblies, participate in festivals, and give their full 

attention to concerts & class plays. Please refrain from taking photo or video with cell 

phone, camera, or video-recording. 

  

Desert Sky’s Photo & Video Policy was designed to respectfully meet needs for safety, 

pedagogy, and the realities of modern life.   

●​    While many parents rely on photo & video to connect with relatives out of state, 

there are parents (as well as teachers) who maintain privacy by not sharing images 

electronically.   

●​ The importance of human connection at school is demonstrated in seeing our 

children at assemblies and plays, and having them know we are there for them. 

●​ Waldorf education supports students’ doing and learning without drawing them to 

self-consciousness before they are 9 years old. We want them to experience and 

enjoy their engagement with the songs and activities. Parents are invited to see what 

children are doing in class by attending Sharing Assemblies and seeing their activities 

in person.   

●​  Photos of classrooms, chalkboard drawings, and projects may be included in the 

newsletter.  A child’s photo will not be posted at our website, or printed on 

promotional material, without parental permission. 

●​  It is a reality that it is not be possible for all parents and grandparents to attend 

school plays, festivals, and concerts. 

●​ Parent Association arranges for photos for the school yearbook and class pictures.  

 

School Ceremonies 
 
The Rose Ceremony on the first day of school is an official welcome of the Grade One class 
to the academic journey!   
 
Graduation Ceremony or Honoring Ceremony of the oldest grade, generally occurs the next 
to the last day of school.   
 

 Assembly 
Your teacher will tell you about Halloween. Please do not bring candy or costumes to 
school.  
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Grades students have brief assemblies every day in December to sing seasonal songs and 
honor various traditions that celebrate this time of year, which may include Sankt Nikolaus 
Tag, St. Lucia Day, Hanukkah, Christmas, Yule, Winter Solstice, and secular winter songs. 
Families are invited to speak with their class teacher about sharing their own family 
traditions. Parents may want to bring special foods, special activities, or stories from the 
past. Desert Sky wants to facilitate respectful appreciation of all cultural heritages.  
 
The Last Day of School includes an assembly with songs and fun, and water games. 

Exhibitions 
 
Class Plays are performed during the school day so all students can see them. A  designated 
volunteer will videotape the play and distribute to interested parents.   
 
As determined by the music teacher, students (in Grade Four & Five) will perform a musical 
program in Winter and in Spring.A  designated volunteer will videotape the performance 
and distribute to interested parents.   
 
There will also be exhibits of handwork, and curriculum-based class projects.  In particular, 
Grade 3 constructs a booth for Sukkot. Grade 5 takes a Pentathlon fieldtrip to Flagstaff to 
compete with Fifth grade students from Waldorf schools across the state. A  designated 
volunteer will videotape and distribute to interested parents.   

Parent Association events 
 
A Back-to-School Social & Picnic is sponsored by Parent Association on the weekend before 
school starts, for students, parents, and teachers to socialize and meet new families in an 
informal setting.   
 

International Day of Peace on September 21 and Earth Day on April 23 are commemorated 
by Parent Association.  
 

Apple picking and pumpkin picking playdates to local organic farms are anticipated in 
September and October. Feel free to gift your teacher with seasonal produce to support 
crafts and cooking at school. 
 

Parent Association and the DSCS Board jointly organize a German-style winter market called 
“Weihnachtsmarkt.” This outdoor party and artisan fair is amazing and fun! There are 
artisan booths; make & take activities; performances; soup, beverage & bake sale; horse 
carriage rides; German food trucks; and a silent auction! It’s our biggest fundraiser of the 
year.  
 

Parent Association sponsors Socials throughout the school year! 
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Festivals at Desert Sky     
 
Except as indicated, festivals occur during the school day. Festivals are organized by teachers 
and supported by parent volunteers. Parents and friends are invited to join us! 
  
The Festival of Strength and Courage marks the Autumn equinox, and is traditionally 
celebrated on September 29th. The story of St. George and the dragon reminds us to bravely 
tame, transform, or conquer our own challenges.  
 
Dia de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) is a with a potluck. Students and families are invited to 
bring a photo, memento, or drawing of a loved one (human or animal) who is now gone, so 
that we can honor our relationships past and present. 
 

As days grow shorter, the Lantern Walk reminds us that community is a light in the 
darkness. Traditionally celebrated on the evening of November 10th, students carry lanterns 
they make in class. Parents and community are invited to join for a story and songs with the 
Lantern Walk, then returning home in a mood of quiet reverence.  
 

The Winter Garden of Light is celebrated in mid December.  As students walk through a 
spiral of evergreens, each lighting a candle, it is beautifully demonstrated that we are each 
part of one human family, in which each ‘light’ contributes.  
 

Friendship Festival in February is the celebration of friendship and community after the 
long, cold winter where we celebrate each other for what we each contribute to our 
community.  
 

A Spring Garden Festival is celebrated by Kindergarteners in March. 
 

May Festival on May 1st is celebrated with flower crowns and students performing dance 
and song around the be-ribboned maypole. 

XIII. What Can Parents Do To Support their 
student at DSCS? 

Sleep 
So that your child may get the full benefit of a Waldorf-inspired education, parents should 
ensure that their children get enough sleep. Regularity in the lives of children is important – 
regular bedtime and regular mealtime are essential.  Ask your class teacher if you have any 
questions concerning these matters.  
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Breakfast 
Students engage in movement and learning first thing in the morning. A hearty breakfast 
with protein (such as yogurt or egg) will help your child focus and participate with stamina 
until replenished by their mid-morning snack. School breakfast is available to all students 
who arrive at school between 7:30am and 7:55am.  No advance registration needed.  

Snack 
Students get hungry learning and playing. Grades students have a mid-morning snack 
recess. Sending along a snack will provide them energy.  Due to delivery time, most items 
from school breakfast can be ‘saved’ to eat at snack time. Any student who arrives before 
7:55am, can get a school breakfast.  

Monday 
It is a good idea to plan your weekend activities so that you are home early on Sunday and 
your child can have a ‘recovery time.’ Your child cannot be alert and responsive on Monday 
morning when he or she has spent a full weekend of lively, stimulating, tiring activities and 
has had no time to recover. The lesson planned for Monday morning is crucial to all lessons 
taught the remainder of the week. Your child needs to ‘be there’ in body and mind for 
Monday morning’s lesson.  

Birthday 
A child’s birthday is a time for celebrating within the class. Every effort is made to celebrate 
the child’s birthday on that very special day, however, should the birthday fall on a weekend 
or during vacation time, arrangements should be made for a mutually convenient day.  
Please speak with your child’s teacher before bringing a special snack to share with the 
class. Highly refined sugar products should be kept to a minimum. If birthday party 
invitations are brought to school, all children in the class must be invited. 
 

School Supplies 
Teachers carefully plan and select appropriate supplies for each grade level. The school 
provides most supplies, as the paints, silks, and paper are specially ordered.  Your teacher 
will tell you about donations for the classroom (such as notebook paper or tissues in flu 
season!) that are especially welcome. Activity fees and other donations are great ways to 
help out!   
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Field trips 
Field trips are planned by the teachers to enrich the curriculum. There may be one or two 
fieldtrips in Grade One and Two. As students ‘branch out’ in learning, they’ll take more field 
trips. Grade Three may visit a farm or orchard. Grade Four may visits local historical and 
geological sites. Grade Three and above may attend a musical program. Grade Five travels to 
Flagstaff for the Pentathlon games and camping trip. Volunteer parent drivers provide 
transportation. The teacher will provide permissions forms for each field trip.  
 
Parents will be asked to sign a permission slip for students to go on a ‘fieldtrip’ with their 
teacher to go to Pinecrest Park across the street, and to explore the nature in our 
neighborhood, as appropriate. 
 
To be driver on a school field trip, please provide the office with a current copy of your 
driver’s license and proof of auto insurance with liability limits of at least 
$100,000/$300,000/$100,000 or have a $300,000 Commercial License. These are more than 
the minimum required in the state of Arizona; some insurance companies will allow you to 
increase your limits for the day of the fieldtrip. If you do NOT have these requirements you 
may NOT drive as part of the school field trip.  
 
Both drivers and non-driving chaperones must visit the office and sign a field trip chaperone 
agreement (see sample on the next page).  
 

INSERT PDF  fieldtrip chaperone agreement 

 

Enrollment 
The healthy future of our school depends on enrollment: full enrollment is the most 
important form of long-range financial health for the school. Word of mouth from our 
present families remains the most effective means of increasing interest in our school. 
Please help the enrollment efforts of the school: 

●​ Inform family and friends about our school. Bring prospective families to 
festivals and speakers, and invite them to contact the office and arrange to 
take a tour of the school. 

●​ Write an article about a successful experience you or your child had at the 
school and submit it for the school newsletter or a local newspaper or the 
‘Great Schools’ website.  

●​ Visit and participate in our Facebook page 
●​ Talk about Waldorf education to our neighbors, friends, and family members.  

Some key descriptive phrases might be: ‘hands-on, direct experience’, 
developmental approach that nurtures the imagination,’ a creative approach 
where the actual process of learning is an art itself,’ develops each child’s 
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special talents and gifts,’ ‘strong sense of community’, ‘stresses a high degree 
of parent involvement, and ‘close, long-term relationship with class teacher.’ 

●​ Get involved with community outreach activities, such as events at libraries, 
tabling at fairs, speaking to groups.   

●​ Build community by volunteering. 
●​ Attend the Parent Association meetings once a month. 

 
 

Support teachers   
Help your child to be prepared for school, and to show respect for his or her teacher by 
being prompt each day.  Arrive on time or a little early with hat, water bottle, lunch, 
backpack, and homework completed. Attend parent meetings to learn how to help your 
child’s education and development. Attend parent-teacher conferences twice a year. If you 
need to speak with your child’s teacher, please make an appointment outside of 
instructional time. Contribute activity fees and tax credit donations to support teachers and 
classroom supplies.  
 

Home environment 
Provide a home environment conducive to learning: a quiet place to complete homework, 
adequate nutrition and rest, go for walks and play in nature, and limit exposure to media 
experiences during the school year. Communicate with teachers any significant happenings 
in your child’s life that will impact his/her school experiences. When recommended, 
collaborate with teachers for tutor assistance or additional evaluations that may be 
necessary for the success of your child’s learning. 
 
 

XIV.  Ways of Giving to Desert Sky 
Community School  
Like thousands of parents around the world, you have chosen for your child an education 
guided by the principles of Waldorf education, and we ask that you actively support the 
work of your school. Every school is unique, but all schools are composed of interrelated 
groups: the board, administration, faculty, parents and students. 
 
Since income from the state can only cover part of the full operating budget of any charter 
school, fundraising is essential to the health of educational institutions. In all schools, gift 
income finances part of the cost of educating each child. In addition, successful community 
fundraising, such as the school’s Annual Giving Campaign, tells potential donors that 
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members of the community support the mission of the school. Knowing this, donors are 
more inclined to make a grant or give a gift. Every family benefits from successful 
fundraising! As a charter school, DSCS receives from the State of Arizona about half of what 
a private Waldorf school tuition costs, a variety of fundraising events are undertaken by 
parents and the board during the school year.  Please respond as generously as you able. 
 
Desert Sky supports a Waldorf education for all regardless of economic considerations. In 
order to meet the school’s needs and accommodate as well as possible the economic 
circumstances of individual families, we have two requests: 
 

1.​ Strive to contribute! Please consider what amount you can afford. No gift is too 
small.. or too large! 

2.​ Ask others to contribute! 
 

Activity Fees 
Desert Sky requests an Activity Fee of $30 per month (August - May) or $300 per child for 
the school year. The fee supports programs which are foundational to the Waldorf 
curriculum such as: 
 

○​ handwork​ ​  
○​ choral music​  
○​ instrumental music​  
○​ Games/P.E.​  

○​ foreign languages​  
○​ guest speakers and mentor​  
○​ quality art materials​  
○​ Waldorf resources 

○​ musical instruments (violin and flute for Grades)  
While the Activity fee is fully optional, your participation makes a huge difference! 
 

Tax Credit Donation 
Arizona taxpayers (even if they do not have a child enrolled at Desert Sky!) can redirect tax 
payments, up to $200.00 if filing their taxes singly, or $400.00 if filing jointly. For more 
information, please see Zoraida Gonzalez in the office, contact 
erich@desertskycommunityschool.org, or visit our website.  Donations must be made by 
the tax filing deadline, April 15.  
 

Annual Giving Donations 
Our annual giving goal is 100% participation of our school community: parents, teachers, 
and board. The Annual Giving Campaign in the Spring asks for your unrestricted monetary 
gift. No gift is too small .. or too large! 
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Box Tops for Education 
Simply snip out the ‘Boxtops’ label from your household products and bring the labels to the 
school office! Items such as Kleenex, canned food, cereals and even photocopy paper have 
BoxTop labels -  you may be surprised how many items are in your cupboard already.  Ask 
co-workers, relatives, and neighbors to collect them too.  The school gets 10 cents for each 
BoxTop. 

Fundraising 
As time and energy permit, Parent Association sponsors other fundraising efforts. Please see 
Parent Association if you are interested in participating or promoting these programs:  

●​ eScrip         

●​ Target Red Card        

●​ Fry’s Community Rewards      

●​  iGive   

●​ Other fundraising programs… 

 

Donation of items 
Please see your teacher or Zoraida Gonzalez if you have items you’d like to donate to school. 

We can always use garden tools, pencils, and kleenex! 

Volunteers 
The gift of your time and talent is appreciated! 

 

 

XV.  DSCS VOLUNTEERS  
There are lots of ways to support public Waldorf education in Tucson and Desert Sky 

Community School, whether you are a parent, neighbor, or someone who loves gardening, 

Waldorf, and art! 

VOLUNTEERING IS VOLUNTARY 

As a rule of thumb, we suggest that Desert Sky families contribute at least two hours a 

month of time and talent to support Desert Sky.   
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YOU ARE APPRECIATED 

We ask that you record in the Volunteer Log all the hours you volunteer. This helps us know 

the true human value of the school’s work. Please also list the value of in-kind donations to 

the school  (for example, $10 of tissues during cold season!).   The amount of time and 

donations are tallied up for use in grant-writing to demonstrate the support the school 

already receives. 

MANY HANDS, HEARTS, & MINDS MAKE LIGHT WORK 

Everyone can make a difference, and no one goes it alone.  Board members are volunteers 

that head up committees of parent and community members. Parent Association chairs are 

volunteers who work with the room parents of each class. The Room parent keeps all the 

parents in their class informed as to volunteer opportunities.  There are ongoing volunteer 

roles, such as chicken tending and water fairies. There are work parties and clean-up of the 

Arcadia Wash. Usually, no experience is needed, just show up. Volunteers are also needed 

for big events (like Weihnachtsmarkt, or building a fence).   

THE VOLUNTEER LADDER 

New to the school?  Come to Parent Association, come to a committee meeting, attend 

parent conferences with the teacher, come to work parties, and ask your room parent 

what’s needed! 

Desert Sky family  Now that you are involved with Desert Sky, consider making a 

commitment to attend Parent Association regularly so you can invite others to join 

committees, socials, and work parties. Tell your friends and neighbors about this school!  

Consider saying “yes” if your teacher asks you to be the Room Parent! 

Room Parents, Ambassadors, Coordinators! Volunteers who get others involved in 

volunteering!  Take up responsibility for the growing needs of the school and you may be 

asked to be a board member. 

 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

1.​ Flower Fairies  

Bring flowers for the classroom. See your Room parent for details.  

​  

2.​ Classroom helpers 

Help in your child’s class during a craft project, reading time, or gardening. Let your 

teacher know if you have a talent or interest for helping in the classroom as a special 

guest.  To volunteer in the classroom on a regular basis, see Zoraida Gonzalez about a 
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Fingerprint Clearance Card. 

 

3.​ School Photographer 

Per our School Photo policy, a volunteer photographs and/or videorecords school plays, 

festivals, and performances. Professional experience appreciated! Please see Zoraida 

Gonzalez.  

​  

4.​ Festival Support 

The Faculty appreciates parent support with festivals! Volunteers are to serve lemon 

water and popcorn, help with classroom crafts, and set up festival props (eg. May Pole).  

Faculty and Administration make specific requests through Parent Association.  

 

5.​ Faculty Snacks & Appreciation 

The Faculty meet every Thursday afterschool for two hours to work collaboratively. In 

appreciation, Parent Association arranges for faculty snacks on this long day!  See Parent 

Association, or your room parent to volunteer.  

 

6.​ Little Free Library 

The school would like to have a ‘take a book, leave a book’ exchange kiosk -- see 

www.LittleFreeLibrary.org for more information.  Constructed by parent Robert Robles, 

our beautiful little libraries are located indoors. Ms. Adrian seeks a parent volunteer (or 

two) to supervise the Libraries afterschool on Fridays and maybe other days too!  

 

7.​ La Tienda school store 

At present, the school store is open by appointment and at the St Philip’s Farmers 

Market some Sundays. See Zoraida Gonzalez to volunteer to open the store on Fridays 

afterschool.  

 

8.​ Garden  

School parents needed to volunteer in the garden with the Gardener or the Gardening 

teacher -- during school hours or outside of school hours. If you’ve got ideas for 

improving our grounds, or just want to putter and pull weeds, or something in 

between... Please Contact Zoraida Gonzalez if you are interested!  

 

9.​ Maintenance & Grounds 

Your expertise and enthusiasm as plumber, electrician, contractor, painter, landscaper, 

and handyman is sought! If It seems there are always small repairs as well as bigger 

projects in the works. See Zoraida Gonzalez or send an email to 

administrator@desertskycommunityschool.org  to be contacted about specific needs.  

 

10.​Development Committee 
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The DSCS Board is responsible for the financial health of the school, and our school 

budget depends on fundraising. The Development Committee has two major campaigns 

each year: the Tax Credit Campaign in the Fall, and the Annual Giving Campaign in the 

Spring.  You can help:  distribute flyers, pen blurbs for the newsletter & email families 

and friends, brainstorm with room parents on getting parents involved, & make, write, 

and send beautiful thank you notes with the receipts.  Contact Zoraida Gonzalez to help 

Erich Saphir with the Tax Credit Campaign, or Vicky Westover with the Annual Giving 

Campaign. Contact Vicky Westover with fundraising ideas! 

11.​Enrollment, Marketing & Outreach Committee 

The DSCS Board is responsible for the financial health of the school, and the largest 

income item in our budget is the  funding we receive from the State of Arizona for 

student enrollment. Healthy enrollment not only is financially healthy, it builds our 

community and our future.  The Board’s committee on Enrollment, Marketing, and 

Outreach is tasked to increase enrollment and promote a positive image through 

community involvement. To assist with Open Houses & other events, and other work of 

this committee, contact Zoraida Gonzalez. 

12.​Weihnachtsmarkt, a Winter Market 

Our biggest fundraising event of the year is Weihnachtsmarkt, a German-style Winter 

market, with artisan booths, performances, make&take crafts, a silent auction, carriage 

rides, soup, sweets, and hot beverages in our signature mug!  The board’s 

Weihnachtsmarkt Committee begins planning in May for this December event.  See 

Weihnachtsmarkt chair Erich Saphir or Administrator Zoraida Gonzalez to get involved! 

Room parents, teachers, and friends of the school make this event happen.  It’s  not just 

a fundraiser, it’s an outdoor party! 

13.​Master Planning Committee 

The board’s  Master Plan committee facilitated by Architect Cathy Rex, oversees campus 

development and planning for the long-term.  For maximum effectiveness, volunteers 

are asked to make a year-long commitment to attending these meetings. Please contact 

Cathy Rex if you would like to find out more.  

14.​School Safety Team & Wellness Committee 

The Administrator chairs a monthly meeting to promote a culture of safety and health 

for students, staff, and community. Please contact Administrator, Zoraida Gonzalez to be 

involved. 

 

15.​Arcadia Wash Clean Up 

A way to give back to our neighborhood as well as improve our own environment.  

Tucson Clean and Beautiful provides the gloves, bags, and litter grabbers for this work 

group. Contact Zoraida Gonzalez to volunteer. 
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16.​Website & Info Tech 

If social media is your thing, or you have a knack for fixing computer issues, please let us 

know! Contact Zoraida Gonzalez.  

 

Not (yet) a school family?  Grandparents, neighbors, and friends can also volunteer!  See 

Shelly to get started. Classroom volunteers need to have a valid IVF Fingerprint Clearance 

Card.  

 

XVI. ​ Communication 
The Desert Sky Community values clear, direct and respectful communication. In addition to 
distributing information, the administration and faculty welcome two-way communication!  
 
To help you decide where to start if you have a question, or offer, or suggestion, see the 
“Where do I go… if?” Directory for DSCS Questions (page 16 or so).   
 
Here are many of the ways we support communication between parents, teachers, 
administration, board, and committees. 

 

A.​ PARENT HANDBOOK – This very tome is chockful of information about school 

routines and policies and who to contact about what! The Parent Handbook is 

updated every year. It is available at our website, and you may request a hardcopy at 

the school office.  

 

B.​ PARENT SQUARE- This app is your link to stay informed about Parent Association and 

news from your teacher. Please make sure you know who is your room parent, and 

that they know how to contact you. If you don’t have email,  ask if will they make 

you hard copies of each communication,  or pick up the phone and call them on a 

regular basis to find out what’s new.   

 
C.​ There are BULLETIN BOARDS in the school office where school information is posted, 

including the most recent newsletter, and the agenda of the upcoming board 

meeting which is posted a day or two in advance. please see the school office to 

have your business card or other community information  and events that are not 

sponsored by the school posted.  
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D.​ A NEWSLETTER is distributed electronically by the office (almost) every Friday during 

the school year with topics of interest, communication about the school policies, and 

to inform about school events.  It includes a calendar and information from teachers, 

administration, board, and Parent Association. Please contact the office for a recent 

copy or to request the newsletter be sent to a new email address. 

 

E.​ The school WEBSITE is www.desertskycommunityschool.org In addition to general 

information about the school and enrollment, the site includes links to information 

about Waldorf education, a school calendar, a Paypal button, and other important 

stuff like this parent handbook. 

 

F.​ Join us on FACEBOOK! Ask at Parent Association or the school office for more 

information. 

 

G.​ CLASS MEETINGS --  Several times a year teachers meet with all the parents in the 

school to share information and insights.  

 

H.​ PARENT –TEACHER CONFERENCES --  Your teacher wants to meet with you about 

your child, to show his or her work to you, and also to hear your thoughts on your 

student’s progress. The teacher will have appointments available in September and 

March for these meetings.  

 

I.​ While greetings during pick-up and drop-off are welcome, a MEETING with the 

teachers may be arranged for concerns and conversations. Teachers may be able to 

meet during their planning period or before school. A note may be left at the school 

office to request a meeting if the teacher is busy with students at pick-up.  

 

J.​ At the start of the school year, your child’s TEACHER will let you know the best time 

and the best way to contact her for two-way conversation (a telephone call during 

her planning period?  a meeting after school?).  

 

K.​ Parents are invited to contact the school office in person or by phone (745-3888) to 

schedule an APPOINTMENT with Administrator Zoraida Gonzalez. Scheduling an 

appointment allows full attention to your concern, whether confidential or not. 

 
L.​ The Board and most committees do keep MINUTES which are available to the public. 

The best way to get involved is to attend meetings and speak with other who are 

doing the work! The DSCS Board of Directors meets monthly. Meetings are open to 

the public. Board minutes are available upon request. Contact the Administrator, 
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Zoraida Gonzalez. 

 
M.​ADULT EDUCATION with teachers and special guests.  

 

N.​ PARENT Association – Parent Association meets monthly. Please contact 

PAChair@desertskycommunityschool.org or your room parent for more information 

about Parent Association activities.  

 

Communication Process & Problem Solving 

Because the operation of Desert Sky Community School is a group process of the 
families, faculty, staff and board, a striving for open, healthy communication helps 
tremendously. The class teacher is responsible to the school for his or her class. If a 
parent needs to discuss a child or is concerned about a pedagogical problem, the 
first person to approach is the class teacher. If the question is of a more general 
nature, it may be referred to an Administrator. We invite you to use the following 
process if you have a concern or question about your child, his/her class, or the 
school in general: 

 
1.​ Speak directly with the teacher or person with whom you have a concern or 

question. 
2.​ If you need help with this communication, ask another teacher, parent 

representative, or school administrator for help. 
3.​ If communication is not effective with this help, ask to meet with an Administrator 

along with the person with whom you have a concern. 
4.​ If resolution is not reached with this meeting, your concern will be brought to the 

full-time faculty for resolution. 
 
 

XVII.​ Resources 

“LaTienda” School Store 
The goal of La Tienda is to support the school’s educational mission by offering to parents 
and community items of high quality consistent with Waldorf-based values of beauty, 
authenticity, and positive social and environmental impact – at a reasonable price. 
Supporting the school financially is an important secondary goal of the school store. At La 
Tienda, you can find:  
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●​ Crayons, beeswax and other Waldorf school supplies 

●​ Hand-crafted items and hand-crafting supplies (felt, decorating wax) 

●​ Waldorf-oriented books 

●​ Beautiful and natural items to support healthy lifestyle and inspire the 

imagination, such as African market baskets, seashells, crystals, beeswax 

candles, and our own garden produce when available.. 

School store items are displayed at school, and selected items are often available at the 
Desert Sky booth at the St Philip’s Farmers Markets two Sundays a month. 

Affiliation and Membership 
 
Arizona Charter School Association ​​ https://azcharters.org/ 
As a member of ACSA, Desert Sky receives updates on charter school laws, discounts on 
supplies, and professional development opportunities. 
 
Arizona Council for Waldorf Education          
Representatives of Desert Sky attend ACWE meetings twice a year (usually in Phoenix) for a 
pedagogical presentation and reports from the schools and initiatives in Arizona oriented to 
Waldorf education.  
 
Alliance for Public Waldorf Education   
​ ​ ​ ​ http://www.allianceforpublicwaldorfeducation.org/ 
Representatives of Desert Sky attend the annual APWE conference in California.  This 
organization is dedicated to accessible Waldorf education in a public setting.  

Suggested Reading on Waldorf Education and Parenting 
Renewal: A Journal for Waldorf Education, published twice yearly by the Association of 
Waldorf Schools of North America (www.awsna.org) 
 
Understanding Waldorf Education: Teaching from the Inside Out by Jack Petrash (2002) 
 
Waldorf Education: A Family Guide, edited by Pamela Fenner 
 
School as a Journey  by Torin Finser 
 
Waldorf Education by Christopher Clouder and Martyn Rawson 
 
Millennial Child: Transforming Education in the 21st Century by Eugene Schwartz (see also 
website!) 
 
Beyond the Rainbow Bridge: Nurturing Our Children From Birth to Age Seven by Barbara J. 
Patterson & Pamela Bradley 
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You are Your Child’s First Teacher by Rahima Baldwin 
 
Between Form and Freedom: A Practical Guide to the Teenage Years by Betty Staley 
 
Natural Childhood: The First Practical and Holistic Guide for Parents of the Developing Child 
by John Thomson 
 
Lifeways: Working With Family Questions by Gundrun Davy & Bons Voors 
 
More Lifeways: Finding Support and Inspiration in Family Life by Signe Schaefer, Patti Smith 
& Gundrun Davy 
 
Guide to Child Health by Michaela Glockler 
 
Waldorf Parenting Handbook by Lois Cusick 
 
Family, Festivals and Food by Judith Large 
Creativity in Education, The Waldorf Approach by Rene Querido 
 
Teaching as a Lively Art by Marjorie Spock 
 
Education Towards Freedom by Joan and Siegfried Rudel  

Also Recommended: 
 
In the Shelter of Each Other: Rebuilding Our Families by Mary Pipher 
 
Raising a Daughter: Parents and the Awakening of a Healthy Woman by Jeanne & Don Elium 
 
Everyday Blessings: The Inner Work of Mindful Parenting by Myla  and Jon Kabat-Zinn 
 
The Hurried Child by David Elkind 
 
Children Without Childhood by Marie Winn 
 
You Can’t Say You Can’t Play by Vivian Paley 

XVIII. Parent Acknowledgement 
Please sign and return the Parent Acknowledgement that you have received and read this 

Parent Handbook. 
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Desert Sky Community School 

 
Parent Acknowledgement 

 
​
 

I have received and read the Desert Sky Community School Parent 
Handbook, including school policies on:  

 
●​ Healthy food  
●​ Allergen-free & fragrance-free campus 
●​ Dress code  
●​ Media & screen-time  
●​ ‘Where do I go.. if..’ directory 
●​ Playground rules  
●​ FERPA Confidentiality of student records  
●​ Discipline   
●​ Taking photos at school 
●​ What students should not bring to school  
​
​
 
Child’s Name(s):___________________________________ 

​
 

Parent/Guardian Name :________________________  
​
​ Signature: ___________________________________ 

Date: _____________ 
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	Dear Parents, 
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